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EDITORIAL 


If any clear message is to be read in 
the miracle of the lamp that is the 
symbol of Chanukah, it is surely this: 
that man must be ever free to express 
his religious conscience. So much the 
Maccabees left as their testimony. Yet 
here is a message that goes unheeded 
still in vast stretches of our modern 
world. 

When Nikita Khrushchev visited this 
country the hope he aroused could not 
obscure some simple truths, and one 
of these is that 3,000,000 Jews behind 
the Iron Curtain go on suffering the 
harshest limitations on their right to 
express themselves as Jews. Apparently 
the stark terror directed at them by 
Stalin during the black years of 1948 
to 1953 no longer threatens these mil- 
lions. But, as the article by Rabbi 
Richard C. Hertz in this issue demon- 
strates, there is still discrimination 
against Jews in the Soviet—religious as 
well as cultural. In assessing the new 
regime's claims of liberalization, respect 
for human dignity, and improved under 
standing, the old measuring rods are 
ever reliable—and one of the most time- 
honored touchstones of such claims 
remains: how does the country treat 
its Jewish citizens? 

No nation in the 
more vigilant in the protection of re- 
ligious liberty than the U.S. Here, for 
the first time, Church and State were 
separated. Here, democracy flourished, 
and religion with it. But here, as well, 
religious liberty must be ever guarded, 
ever renewed, by each generation. 
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POOR CHANUKAH! 


by SAMUEL M. SILVER 


Dou jeEwisH holidays, if we may personalize them 
have better luck than others. 

Sukos, for example, would be a far more joyous 
event to many if it didn’t come so soon after the High 
Holy Days. Its theme, gratitude; its jolly music; the 
excitement of building a suko, and many more ele- 
ments associated with the fall harvest festival combine 
to make it a highly significant occasion, and it is good 
to note that Sukos is growing in popularity. But it comes 
so close on the heels of the widely-noted Holy Days 
that it suffers a real handicap. 

Chanukah, it would seem, is a most fortunate holiday. 
Like Purim, it began as a relatively minor festival, but 
has gradually risen in popular favor. Today Chanukah 
rivals any other Jewish holiday in the eagerness with 
which it is awaited, the gaiety of its observance and its 
fame in the general world. 

Despite these undeniable circumstances, however, 
Chanukah has its troubles. We refer, of course, to the 
tough assignment given to the holiday to offset the 
impact of Christmas on Jewish homes. 

Chanukah thus has become the champion of the Jews 
to serve as a counter-attraction to the Christian holiday 
which pervades the atmosphere of our nation with the 
beginning of November, whose enticements fill our 
main streets, even (alas) our schools and reach into 
our very homes thanks to that ubiquitous TV tube. 

On all sides these days we hear conscientious parents, 
prodded by Jewish educators, tell one another, “Let’s 
make Chanukah so important to our children that they 
will be satisfied with the Jewish holiday and not yearn 
after a holiday which is not theirs.” 


VALUE OF CHANUKAH 

And, of course, you can make out a good case for the 
value of Chanukah. Its theme is a thrilling one: religious 
freedom. Its story is exciting: the overthrow of the then 
world’s mightiest army by a handful of fighting Jews. 
Its observance is a fascinating one: the lighting of those 
candles which increase from night to night. Its music 
is stirring, from the majestic “Rock of Ages” to the 
lilting dreidel songs. And the dreidel games are them- 
selves most appealing. 





Rabbi Silver, author of the recently published book Portrait 
of a Rabbi, for many years, editor of American Judaism, now 
serves Temple Sinai, Stamford, Conn. 


Ab CHANUKAH, 1959 


CHANUKAH ADVANTAGES 

And think, too, of the other Chanukah advantages. 
Parties, plays, and programs and, above all, gifts feature 
Chanukah. Yes, gifts, and for eight nights too. The 
eight-to-one ratio of gifts has given rise to many stories 
in which Christian youngsters are described as being 
envious of their Jewish friends. 

But it must be admitted, once and for all, that one 
cannot rely on Chanukah to resist the blandishments of 
another faith or the glitter of the Christian winter 
festival. Try as they will, Jewish parents cannot perform 
this Chanukah miracle. It’s too formidable a task and 
too exacting a job to give to poor Chanukah, vibrant 
and meaningful though that holiday is. 

Many years ago Rabbi Theodore Gordon, now spirit- 
ual head of the Main Line Temple near Philadelphia, 
wrote an article in which he pointed out that it is futile 
to expect Chanukah to keep children Jewish: the com- 
petition is too strong. 

But, said the rabbi in a message worth repeating, 
Judaism can be made attractive to Jewish children if 
Chanukah is given some allies to accomplish the pur- 
pose. Chanukah can’t do it alone, but Chanukah plus 
Sukos plus Purim plus Passover plus Shovuos plus 
joyous Sabbath observances can. 

The great lesson that should be learned then by those 
who are anxious to retain the unswerving attachment 
of their children to Judaism is that one must begin the 
process demonstrating the charms of Judaism not on 
December 1, but on January 1. 

Divested of this unfair chore, Chanukah can truly be 
an occasion of exaltation and exultation. It should be 
celebrated not for its competitive value but for its own 
intrinsic worth. It should be an occasion for nightly 
—s of the family around the menorah, for joyful 
singing, for the bestowal of gifts not only within the 
family ie to good causes. It is a time to review the story 
of the Maccabees and to renew our determination to 
emulate their valor. It is an opportunity to give flavor 
to one’s faith and sparkle to one’s outlook. It is a time 
to gather in the synagogue and join with fellow Jews to 
praise the heroism of those who guaranteed the survival 
of the idea of monotheism. 

Poor Chanukah! If only people enjoyed her for her- 
self, how much happier she would be —and the cele- 


brants too! 








Have Mr. Khrushchev's Five Years 
Changed the Lot of Soviet Jews? 


by RICHARD C. HERTZ 


This past summer I went behind the Iron Curtain to 
study the situation of Jews and Judaism there. On the 
basis of my visit to the USSR, Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia, I am convinced that the Soviet leaders are very 
touchy on the subject of the Jewish question, and feel 
considerable embarrassment because of their inability to 
resolve it to the satisfaction of Soviet Jews or world 
opinion. The discrepancies and inconsistencies between 
publicly announced Soviet goals and actual reality in 
the USSR are so flagrant that the lack of good faith is 
transparently demonstrated by their position vis-a-vis 
the Jewish question. 

Stalin had a special policy regarding the Jews. He 
placed them in a special category, with a double stand- 
ard applied to them both as Soviet citizens and as a 
Jewish minority. That policy is still in force, discriminat- 
ing against Jews and placing them in a position infinitely 
worse than that of all other ethnic, cultural or religious 
groups. 

The USSR says officially it guarantees equality of 
rights in law and fact for its citizens. Yet discrimination 
is widely practiced against Jews, particularly in educa- 
tion, the foreign service, and the military. Anti-Semitism 
has not been uprooted, as Soviet leaders claim. It is still 
a popular policy. The government is dedicated to the 
complete extinction of Jewishness and the liquidation of 
all Jewish culture. Every identification card and internal 
passport carried by a Soviet Jewish citizen is a direct 
contradiction of freedom and equality. It reads: “No. 5 
Nationalnost-Evri (Jew).” 

Jews are recognized and singled out as a special 
minority, yet Jews have none of the privileges granted 
other minority groups. They have no newspapers, no 
voluntary associations, no cultural groups, no Yiddish 
schools, no books, no artistic or cultural life. Nothing of 
this sort is permitted to Jews. 


SYNAGOGUES CLOSED 
Synagogues are being closed by the government, de- 
spite Soviet denials, in a calculated program of spiritual 





Rabbi Hertz serves Temple Beth El in Detroit. 


starvation for Soviet Jewry. Those synagogues still ac- 
tive attract only a handful of old Jews to services. Again 
and again, people expressed their fears to me in attend- 
ing synagogue worship lest in retaliation their jobs be 
jeopardized and they be “reported.” 

Jews have no centralized organization in the USSR. 
They have no Chief Rabbi or federation of Jewish syn- 
agogues, although Rabbi Laib Levin of Moscow is 
sometimes referred to as the “Chief Rabbi.” I met him 
in his little study at the Moscow Synagogue, and he told 
me that the Jewish situation in Russia today is infinitely 
better than it was under the Czars for the Jews. Touché! 
Yet there is no contact or communication between the 
synagogues scattered over the USSR. Of the sixty rabbis 
in the USSR who serve its 3,000,000 Jews, all the rabbis 
are old and many of them are not even properly or- 
dained. Though many confiscated mosques have been 
returned to Moslem congregations, not a single syna- 
gogue has been built or returned to the Jewish congre- 
gations. 

Until two years ago, there was no theological seminary 
or yeshivah for the training of rabbis. The seminary 
started at that time at the Moscow synagogue has only 
twenty students. When I went to inspect it, I was re- 
fused admittance because the rector was embarrassed 
over its inadequacy. “You would disturb the class,” he 
said apologetically. When I asked to see the library of 
the seminary, I was told it was closed. I could not even 
look at the books. 


A TEN-POINT PROGRAM 


What ought to be done on behalf of Soviet Jewry? 
Here is my ten-point program on the basis of my study 
of the needs of Soviet Jewry: 

1. Guarantee that no further synagogues will be 
closed and that in those cities where synagogues have 
not been restored, they will be returned. This would do 
much to end the atmosphere of fear of retaliation for 
those Jews who choose to attend synagogue worship and 
thus guarantee freedom of worship. 

2. Lift the ban on Jewish and Yiddish publica- 
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tions and encourage cultural activities in the way that 
other areas of culture are officially encouraged in the 
USSR. 

3. Seek an opportunity of contacts between Jews 
and the USSR and the rest of the world on mutually 
interesting and vital subjects relating to Jewish litera- 
ture, art, history, philosophy, ethics, and other scholarly 
subjects of Jewish interest. 

4, Seek permission for providing religious neces- 
sities which I found to be in very short supply — such as 
matsos at Passover time, prayer books, Bibles, talesim, 
tfilin, religious calendars, and other ceremonial objects. 

5. Seek to open up an opportunity for relatives 
and humanitarian organizations like CARE or Red Cross 
or American Joint Distribution Committee to send food 
and clothing to Soviet Jews in need. 

6. Open up contact between Soviet and Ameri- 
can Jews through exchange of visits between delega- 
tions of Jewish leaders, such as rabbis, writers, social 
workers, professors, artists, and others in Jewish life. 

7. Maintain vigilance to register foreign opposi- 
tion on humanitarian grounds to the Biro-Bidjan plan 
of forcing the mass settlement of Jews in that primitive, 
under-developed area. In my conversations in the USSR, 
Biro-Bidjan was often pointed to as “the Soviet solu- 
tion to the Jewish question.” I came away with grave 
fears lest the plan be seriously activated. 

8. Recognize the right of emigration to countries 
of their choice for Jews who wish to leave their present 
countries of residence, including the right to take with 
them all possessions. All compulsion upon the individual 
to uproot himself should be opposed, so that emigra- 
tion should be a voluntary and not a compulsory act. 

9. Give an opportunity for Jewish culture in the 
USSR to exist and flourish as it once did in former years, 
prior to the 1948-1953 “Black Years.” I came away from 
the USSR convinced that the people want Yiddish mag- 
azines and books, newspapers, schools and_ theaters. 
They are hungry for this “bread of the spirit.” They also 
want some kind of voluntary association that would give 
connection and communication to this minority group 
of 3,000,000 Jews. 

10. Recognize that the argument of Soviet lead- 
ers that “there is no demand for these things” is rather 
coy. Who is going to demand these things now, when 
to make such a request is to invite the secret police in 
or to be sent to Siberia? 

One of the Israeli diplomats I met, a man exceedingly 
well informed on Jewish life in Russia, said to me, “The 
synagogue is the last remaining bulwark of the Jews of 
Russia. It is their last defense.” He was right. In no 
other place can the Jews of Russia today gather or meet 
as Jews except in the synagogue. Only the synagogue 
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remains to save the Jew or to preserve Judaism. His 
words have haunted me ever since I returned home. As 
I visited the few remaining synagogues left in Moscow, 
Kiev, and Leningrad, I thought of how the synagogue 
saved the Jew through centuries weary with trial and 
persecution. In the synagogue he met other Jews to 
learn the news of the day. There he prayed. There he 
kept in touch with his fellow Jews. There he found 
strength to endure the unendurable. There he met his 
God. So it is true in Russia today, and so it was true 
through endless generations. The synagogue saved the 
Jew, even as the Jew saved Judaism through the syna- 
gogue. 

I found three classes or groups of Jews in the USSR. 
The first are the old Jews, the pitiful few who go to the 
synagogue for a minyon service. They remember the 
days of their youth. They still seek to carry on the tra- 
ditional Orthodox Judaism they once knew in pre-revo- 
lutionary days. The second, and by far the largest group, 
are the assimilated, cultured, educated Russian Jews 
who have no contact with Judaism or the synagogue. 
They have accepted the “party-line” which has been 
dinned into their ears for the last forty years. The third 
and smallest group are the young Jews who are frankly 
confused. On their passports they are labeled Jews. At 
their jobs they are known as Jews. In the Army they 
were referred to as Jews. They are beginning to won- 
der whether they ought not to be Jews to themselves. 

If there is any hope for Soviet Jewry, it is in the last 
group — the small group of self-conscious, young Jews 
who are beginning to wonder about their Jewish heri- 
tage and who are yearning for some spiritual nourish- 
ment. While they remain, the total obliteration of Soviet 
Jewry will be frustrated, and the Soviet policy of cultural 
genocide will be unfulfilled. 






RABBI HERTZ (the author) in front of 
Red Square at the Kremlin in Moscow. 
ALTAR and ARK of Synagogue in Kiev, 










Should You Urge Your Child 


To Become a Doctor? 


(Editor's Note: The proclivity of Jewish parents and 
grandparents for directing their offspring towards the 
medical profession is well known. A current jest has 
Grandma answer the question, “How old are your grand- 
“The rabbi is 5 and the doctor is 
3.” Is there justification for parental prodding of progeny 
towards medicine? The question is herewith discussed 
in an article by the renowned pathologist, Dr. Klemperer, 
with comments on that article by other men of medi- 


children?” by saying, 


by PAUL KLEMPERER 


A Word to the Wise Parents 


Fox centuries a career in medicine had 
strong attraction for our people and 
Jewish physicians have made most im- 
portant contributions to medical science. 
No wonder that Jewish parents, and 
particularly mothers, are often emotion- 
ally disposed to wish their children to 
be dedicated to the medical profession. 
It is for me a source of pride to see the 
high esteem in which the vocation ot 
medicine is held even in our material- 
istic and sophisticated society. But the 
emotional appeal may not be sufficient 
and the wise parents who wish the best 
for their child must carefully consider 
the advantages and disadvantages be- 
fore they try to make a doctor out of 
their son. 

If I attempt to discuss this question, 
I have to convince myself and those 
who will read this article that I am 
qualified to talk about it. Fifty-one years 
ago I decided to become a physician 
after I had been enrolled as a student 
at law for nearly a year. I have been a 
doctor for forty-six years; my wife is a 
physician and so is one of my sons. My 
professional career, though not that of 
general practice, has brought me into 
intimate contact with thousands of my 
colleagues engaged in all the diverse 
activities of medicine, If I had to choose 
once more I would want to become a 
doctor again. 

What does it mean to be a physician? 





Dr. Klemperer is consulting pathologist 
of Mount Sinai Hospital, New York. 


Wayne, 


Medicine is the most exacting profes- 
sion. It brings its practitioners into con- 
tact with their fellow men in times of 
misery and it demands decisive action 
in times of stress. It requires never-ceas- 
ing responsibility of its devotees, a sense 
of consecration. Thus, if you want your 
child to be a doctor, be sure that he 
knows what awaits him. And what can 
you tell him of its rewards? You cannot 
promise him a life of security and com- 
fort, neither in terms of financial com- 
pensation nor in terms of short working 
hours. But you can tell him of a sense 
of inner fulfilment, espec ‘ially if you 
feel somehow frustrated in the pursuit 
of your own profession. You can speak 
to him with the words of Ecclesiasticus: 
Let him not go from thee, for thou has 
need of him. 

What other qualifications are desir- 
able for the future physician? It is gen- 
erally agreed that medicine is a scien- 
tific profession founded upon the natu- 
ral sciences. Biology of today explains 
the phenomena of life in terms of phy s- 
ics and chemistry — and medicine is a 
biological science. Interest in biology 
and in the basic sciences is therefore an 
indispensable prerequisite in the mak- 
ing of the future physician. This interest 
must be nurtured from its early begin- 
ning in the lower and middle schools. 
Parents can help by providing the child 
with literature and instruments for study 
at home. But medicine is not simply ap- 
plied biology. Medicine has also its hu- 
manistic side which must be cultivated 
for the development of a personality of 
the broadest interest and knowledge. 
Virchow spoke of medicine as iaiiro- 
pology in the highest sense. Medicine is 
concerned with every aspect of human 


cine. The comments have been shortened considerably. 
We express our thanks for statements, containing senti- 
ments similar to those here published, by Dr. Naf H. 
Gladstone, President, Achduth Vesholom Temple, Ft 
Ind.; Dr. 
Emanuel, Greensboro, N. C.; 
President, Temple B’nai Israel, Galveston, Texas and 
Dr. Matthew J. Ellenhorn, President, Temple Menorah, 
Redondo Beach, Calif. ) 


A, }. Tannenbaum, of Temple 
Dr. Peter B. Kamin, Vice- 


endeavor because every activity has its 
impact upon human health. A thorough 
knowledge of socio-economic  condi- 
tions, their historical evolution, their re- 
lation to the human mind and body, hu- 
man ecology in the broadest sense is 
also more important. 

Modern medicine does not limit itself 
to the cure of disease; it is also con- 
cerned with prevention. The fight 
against infectious disease, the main 
problem of preventive medicine in the 
past, has been won, thanks to the ac- 
complishments of public health meas- 
ures, microbiology and chemotherapy. 
But we are left with a host of maladies 
which challenge the pre sent and future 
generations of physicians, such as can- 
cer and the so-called degenerative dis- 
eases. I am confident that with an army 
of dedicated physicians and scientists 
these scourges will be defeated in the 
not-too-distant future. 

Mental illness, too, takes an ever-in- 
creasing toll of our population. Mental 
stress in its various degrees not only af- 
fects the individual, but also disrupts 
families and contributes to the universal 
unhappiness of our times. And let us 
not be deluded by the temporary eff- 
cacy of miracle drugs. Let us confess 
our ignorance of the causes, the cure 
and prevention of mental illness. But 
let us not despair. Contact will be made 
with this real enemy within us, but it 
will require humanitarian and enlight- 
ened men who know the relationship 
between hostility toward the outside 
world and inner unhappiness. 

If your child is qualified, the field of 
medicine will enable him to bring bless- 
ings to others and it will likewise be for 
him a genuine blessing. 
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Perilous! 

DR. LESLIE S. CORNFIELD 

President, TEMPLE ISRAEL OF 
WESTCHESTER, LOS ANGELES 

Medicine is a difficult enough discipline 
for those with some aptitude; for nu- 
merous others it is necessarily and well- 
nigh impossible. So, parents, be cau- 
tious. Don’t guide your child towards 
medicine because you like the idea. 
Make sure your child likes it. Expose 
your youngster to medicine, but don’t 
urge it on hin If he has the aptitude, 
he'll ‘ ‘get there.” 


Disadvantages 

DR. HARRY ARNKOFF 

Board of Trustees, TEMPLE BETH JACOB, 
PONTIAC, MICH. 

After twenty years in medicine, I, too, 
would select it again, and would en- 
courage my daughters to do the same. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary to see its 
assets and liabilities. 

The advantages are many. Among 
these are the independence, the daily 
challenges, the lack of monotony, the 
feeling of accomplishment, the prestige 
and the financial security. 

Among the lesser disadvantages are 
the incessant demands upon our time, 
the annoying telephone, the neglect of 
other cultural pursuits, and interference 
with family and community obligations. 

A more subtle deterrent is the regi- 
mentation caused by hospital staff and 
medical society regulations regarding 
staff meetings, difficulties in obtaining 
staff appointments, and similar internal 
medical proble ms. 

In my opinion, another factor which 
has affected medicine as a career dele- 
teriously has been the entrance of third 
parties, namely insurance pre-payment 
plans and government medical pro- 
grams for veterans and for dependents 
of servicemen. Economic advantages 
notwithstanding, the introduction of the 
third pé arty between the patient and his 
physician has served to interfere with 
the delicate physician- patient relation- 
ship not only in the area of fees but also 
has disturbed the loyalty which existed 
between patient and physician. 


Don’t Make a Doctor 


of Your Son! 

DR. IRVING F. KANNER 

Past President, TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL, 
LEXINGTON, Ky. 

Should you try to make a doctor out of 
your son? The answer is emphatically — 
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No! Jewish parents too often try to make 
professionals out of their children, even 
when these children lack either the de 
sire or capability for the training. 
Certainly, see that the bright child, as 
Dr. Klemperer suggests, is exposed to a 
wide variety of readable publications 
and an opportunity to play with simple 
scientific equipment. If such a child 
manifests interest in medicine, a strong 
sense of responsibility, concern for the 
welfare of others, then, and only then, 
encourage him to try. ; 


Kinship with Others 

DR. NATHANIEL GOULD 

President, CONGREGATION ISRAEL, 
BROCKTON, Mass. 

A career in medicine can be exciting 
and unmatched in its rewards. The suc- 
cessful doctor must have the meaty 
knowledge of the textbook and periodi- 
cals, steadfastness of a father, the un- 
derstanding ear of a sympathetic listen- 
er, the charm to foster confidence, the 
poise to allay adversity, and a spirit of 
adventure. 

The thoughtful Jew, familiar with his 
own past, often becomes a good doctor 
because his history and faith equip him 
with that kinship with others which a 
good doctor needs. 

Dr. Klemperer, eminent pathologist, 
is in an enviable position to review the 
ravages of disease, the shocking aspects 
of wasted human life by accident, and 
the worn-out organs of the aged. And I, 
in my field of orthopedic surgery, am 
daily rewarded in my repair of the 
maimed, in reconstruction of the me- 
chanical ravages of disease, in helping 
those to walk who have never before 
walked, in pleasing the cosmetic eye 
with the straight limb of the child and 
the strong body of the adult. What 
greater reward can one have than the 
thank-you and gratitude of these? This 
reward can also belong to my son — and 
to yours. 


Too Many? 

DR. S. L. ZIMMERMAN 

TREE OF LIFE CONGREGATION, 
CoLuMBIA, S.C. 

Perhaps too many Jewish parents en- 
courage their sons to be doctors. 

It is true that, in gener ral, there is a 
shortage of doctors. But there is also a 
shortage, among doctors, of the true 
idealism which should characterize the 
profession. 

I feel a sense of pain each time I meet 
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Chen the Messiah comeg,.... 








“Who said you HAVE t to vie a doctor or lawyer? 
If you want to be a plumber it’s perfectly all 
right with us... 


Copr.1938, Leonard Pritikin 














CARTOON scores tendency of Jewish par- 
ents to make professionals of their chil- 
dren. It is reprinted with the permission 
of Dayenu Products, Reseda, Calif. 


a doctor whose prime aim is to make 
money. I don’t want to make blanket 
statements, but occasionally I note other 
tendencies among doctors: pride, self- 
ishness, the desire to be acclaimed a 
hero, and a tendency to “keep up ch 
the Joneses” socially. 

Yes, point out the advantages of 
medicine to your son. But point out the 
pitfalls, too. Above all, set an example 
of good character that will lift your 
youngster above the level of self- seek- 
ing which will mar his life, no matter 
what he does for a living. 


Egocentrics Stay Away! 

DR. JOSHUA M. ZIMSKIND 

Trustee, TEMPLE HAR S!NAlI, 

TRENTON, N. J. 

The emotional m: ike-up of the boy is 
important. He must be able to feel for 
and with people under all conditions 
and, at the same time function efficient- 
ly without undue inner turmoil. A highly 
excitable or egocentric personality does 
not work out well in medicine. 

The boy should have a good moral 
upbringing and have a deep religious 
feeling to give him the proper sense of 
humility in his relationship with God 
and man, Sympathy and understanding 
of his fellow men, with all the problems 
and defects common to every human 
being, must be almost innate. A good 
home and religious environment, where 
emphasis is placed on the real values of 
life, has a special place in the make-up 
of a doctor's personality. 








Nidus 
DR. ALBERT A. FRANK 


Trustee, TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL, 
MALDEN, Mass. 


A desire for service to mankind and 
oni, are the very nidus of the truly 
successful physician. 

Although it is true that an interest in 
science is indispensable to the future 
physician, devotion to truth is equally 
so. 

To one who wishes to be a physician, 
let it be known that he borrows from all 
knowledge. His every step is subsidized 
by others, and in the end he must be 
willing to share his knowledge with oth- 


ers. His rewards will be numerous, tan- 
gible but invisible. 


Like Choosing a Wife 


DR. SAUL ALFRED RITTER 
New York City Surgeon 


It has been correctly said that picking a 
profession is like choosing a wife. 
Parents should choose neither for 
their children. If your youngster thinks 
of medicine as a glamorous calling, or if 
he has been thr illed by a TV program 
dramatizing some act of surgery, let him 
think again before making up his mind. 


Medicine, like a beautiful woman, is not 
ceaselessly glamorous and scintillating. 
Remember, there is a lot of hard work 
attached to the study of medicine. You 
are thirty before you can begin your 
career. Before that there are long hours 
of study, a tedious and ill-paid interne- 
ship period, and little time for recrea- 
tion or extra-curricular activities. 

Yes, medicine is a fine profession, but 
it has its trials as well as its triumphs. 
You must be a dedicated person and 
must find your satisfaction in bringing 
satisfaction to other human beings. In 
choosing a career or a spouse, be sure 
you have all the facts before making the 


plunge. 
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Children’s Gifts 


Chanukah Gelt 9e 
Delicious, wholesome coins 


made of rich Loft’s Chocolate, 


gold foil wrapped in gold mesh bag. 


- for.a happy Chanukah 


LOFTS 


Comndies 


Festive chocolates that are 
, finer quality . . more delicious. 

In specially created blue, 
gold and white boxes that 


typify the Holiday spirit. 


Little 
Aristocrats 
LOFT’S famous 
chocolate miniatures. 


$1.79 the pound 


Chanukah Pops 6ic 

A dozen rich Loft’s Milk 
Chocolate pops in Star of David, 
Dreidel and Menorah designs. 


Many other delightful Chanukah Gifts 
for children and grownups. 


@ All Loft’s Candies have been under rabbinical supervision since 1936; 
cand are certified kosher by Rabbi J. M. Charlop and Rabbi S. Reichman 


LOFTS Chocolates... 


as fine as you can give 
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Have you seen the 
exciting list of 
UAHC books 
for Jewish Book Month 
and Chanukah? 
Write to 
Publications Department 
UAHC, 838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N.Y. 














UL dd LAL 


PERPETUATE GRATITUDE 
TO DONORS AND 
MEMBERS 





IN 
HAND 
CHASED 
BRONZE 


Two sizes: 25” x 
32” up to 3250 
names; 15” x 
18” up to 1050 


names. 





A fitting and decorative tribute to last 
forever. Solid bronze with covers to your 
special design. Heavy etched copper pages 
with raised letters. Add-a-name feature 
for more names. Also available in 
aluminum. 
WRITE MR. BEN RAPPAPORT 
FOR CATALOG 

of architectural metalwork, bronze, alu- 
minum, stainless steel plaques, railings, 
signs, entrances and other items. 


SINCE 1882 


gear 


BROTHERS, INC. 


671 W. 4th St. Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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Just before 
the Miracle 
happened 


THE YEAR IS 164 B. C. E. Judah the 
Maccabee stands before the Temple and 
calls his victorious army to the joyous task 
of cleansing it for rededication after defile- 
ment by the vanquished Syrians. Soon the 
altar lamp will be kindled and the miracle 
of Hanukkah will begin to happen... 
sending its light of religious freedom into 
the future, as distant as today. 


ON THIS OCCASION of deep meaning 
for all people, the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company joins in commemorating the 
valor and victories of the Maccabees, and 
wishes you, your family and friends a very 
happy Hanukkah! 
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This Hanukkah... 
give WINSTON 
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Winston possesses a secret that is almost a miracle of flavor 
for your smoking enjoyment. This is called |FILTER-BLEND}, 
and only Winston has it—a rare selection of the finest, clear, 
golden tobaccos, specially processed for filter smoking. And 
Winston has a pure, snow-white filter, too. So when the 
clean, fresh taste of [FILTER-BLEND] comes through, it 
virtually “certifies” Winston for the purest enjoyment of 
smoking. So get and give more pleasure... with Winston! 














America’s best-selling filter Cigarette 


WINSTON TASTES GOOD 


... like a cigarette should 






































THE IMMORALITY OF BOXING 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDA 


Abolition 


DAMAGE 10 BRAIN 
TERMED FREQUENT 


The Lancet Also Cites Death 
Toll in Bidding Britain 
Outlaw Ring Sport 





nal, is urging 
~ Bn 93 for 







York Times 





Lancet, a leading medical jour- 








by HAROLD R. BARNES 


Aut BOXING, which holds the knockout or the technical 
knockout as goals, gives credit for punching power 
(brute strength) and caters to the brutishness of the 
audience whether it be professional or amateur, is a vio- 
lation of the Sixth Commandment, “Thou Shalt Not 
Kill.” 

Boxing is the only remaining sport in which the 
primary purpose is to inflict bodily injury and punish- 
ment, preferably to the head, on the opponent, and the 
spectators wax enthusiastic in proportion to the amount 
of such damage inflicted. 

Bodily injuries, taken for granted in boxing, are re- 
ported as accidents in other sports. No fighter ever 
escapes some degree of brain injury. In fact, since 1945 
more than 165 have suffered death! Maxie Baer, Primo 
Carnera and Ezzard Charles, all heavyweight world 
champions, engaged in bouts resulting in the deaths of 
Frankie Campbell, Ernie Schaaf, and Sam Baroudi, 





A former famous boxing judge, Dr. Barnes, an optometrist, 
is founder of the Let’s ABOLISH BOXING ASSOCIATION. 
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of Boxing in Britain Is. Urged 


British physicians 
the abolition of 
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“A BAN ON BOXING: =, urge 

it, and so do medical authorities in 
England, as seen from this New 
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a tions,” he said, a boxer was not 
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Brain Injuries Studied 


About eighten months ago 
the ‘subject was widely dis- 


ances 








respectively. 


Sugar Ray Robinson accounted for the 
death of Jimmie Doyle. When questioned if he noticed 
that Doyle was in trouble, responded “Getting him into 
trouble is my business!” 

The writer has a “Horror List” of 550 ex-boxers, a list 
that is growing in leaps and bounds; 250 have suffered 
bodily injury such as blindness and paralysis. These 
names are on record and will be supplied on request. 


IS BOXING MORAL? NO! 


When a man is knocked out, he is violently placed in a 
state of unconsciousness in which he is de -prived of his 
specifically human powers. As he is thus dehumanized, 
deprived of his ability to think correctly, make decisions 
freely, and control his body as a responsible human 
being, he approaches the brute state. 

An excusable reason for pugilistic prowess might be, 
for example, repelling an attack. But this is not the 
circumstance in commercial boxing, which often at- 
tracts criminal elements. 
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I contend that it is sinful to inflict, or attempt to 
inflict, a knockout on an opponent. And, since the occa- 
sion of sin should be avoided, one should not engage 
in a contest which has as a desirable and often obtained 
objective an action which is sinful in its very nature. 

The theological approach also reasons that God alone 
has direct dominion over man’s body; that no man has 
the authority to dispose of his own body just as he 
wishes. Just as one has no right to harm another, so no 
one has the right to allow another to harm him, without 
a just reason (discipline or punishment, for example). 

Many medical authorities have testified that boxing 
can cause scrious brain injuries. Is the deliberate inflic- 
tion of such damage not a sin? 

What about the spectator? Is he not equally guilty of 
sin when urging a boxer to “hit him in the eye” or 
“moider the bum’? If found attending a cock or dog 
fight, he is arrested, why is he not as guilty when urging 
two humans on to injure each other? 

Boxing fans, by their presence and enthusiasm, give 
this uncivilized sport a reason for existence. Here we 
face the question of cooperating in sin. 


SPECTATOR INTERESTS 


The spectator contributes financially; the boxers fight 
primarily for the money so supplied. The spectator en- 
“grudge fight,” “a good hard fight,” and 
either of these draws a “well-attended set of bouts.” 


courages a 
Encouraging others in immoral acts can hardly be con- 
sidered anything less than formal cooperation in the 
iniquity. 


Little has been written in defense of prize-fighting . 


other than from the pens of those who gain materially 
through its operation. 

Much has been written by the medical profession, 
especially those branches of medicine tre ating most of 
the injuries: ophthalmology and neurology. The best a 
medical man can do is to keep an unfit man from boxing 
or stop a bout when a fit man has been seriously hurt. 
However, one might note that a handy ambulance does 
not prevent an automobile accident! Why wait for it? 
The accident, that is! 

Boxing should be abolished. Paul Gallico, inventor of 
the Golden Gloves, states, “If there is one chapter in 
my life I would care to erase it is this one. Prize-fighting, 
amateur or professional was, is, and always will be a 
low, tawdry, greedy game.” 

Nat Fleisher indicts amateur boxing with, “The ma- 
jority of deaths and injuries take place in amateur box- 
ing where there is supposedly greater care given the 
lads than in the pros.” 

And Gene Tunney fired a broadside with, “The ring 
is a terrifying place. Two men on public exhibition, paid 
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to beat each other with their fists, each trying to slug 
the other to the floor, unconscious or helpless.” 

“If abolished, 
will boxing go underground?” Of course not. In the days 
of prohibition the country was faced with an unpopular 
law. Medical statistics were at no time available to 


One question that invariably is asked is, 


prove the fallacy of Prohibition. Boxing is different. 
Madison Square Garden’s attendance figures show a 
tremendous decrease, and the days of the glamor boys 
are past. Besides, the medical facts have changed the 
thinking of many persons. Remember, too, that under- 
ground boxing could not have the benefit of television 
which has propped up this fading sport. 

Let’s become civilized. If we really want to teach our 
youngsters a real method of self-defense why not turn 
to judo? 





NFTY LEADERS 





THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH’S national officers 
for 1959-60, gathering to make plans and discuss duties a few 
minutes after their election this summer, at the UAHC Ohio 
Valley Camp Institute, Zionsville, Ind. Seated (I. to r.): Secretary: 
Bonnie Singer, Temple Emanu-El, Houston; President: Roger Wolf, 
Wise Temple, Cincinnati; Ist Vice-Pres.: Charles E. Nathanson, 
Beth El, Detroit. Standing (I. to r.): 3rd Vice-Pres.: Benjamin A. 
Morris, Beth Israel, Jackson, Mich.; 2nd Vice-Pres.: Bud Hirsch, 
Temple Israel, St. Louis, Mo.; Treas.: Steven Haliert, Washington 
Ave. Temple, Evansville, Ind. 









HOLIDAY 
ELECTRIC WINDOW 
DECORATION 





The Most Beautiful 
Menorah Plaque 
Ever Designed 





Electric, Full Four-Color 


“Happy Chanukah” MENORAH PLAQUE 


Designed and manufactured only by Holiday, 
this electric Menorah Plaque will enrich every 
gathering-place, every home . . . with its glow- 
ing red candle “flame,” its brilliant golden 
Menorah gleaming on the traditional blue back- 


ground. Size 11” x 14”, white base, AC-DC. Of 
finest quality plastic. $4 45 


Typical of the vast collection in our 1959 Catalogue, of 
Window, Room and Table Decorations * Gift Wraps * Toys 
Favors * Games * Novelties * Sweets. Catalogue available 
to Retailers and Sisterhoods, or write to: 


350 A Sunrise Highway 


HOLIDAY-BELL CORP. Rockville Centre, N. Y. 
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A Story 


THE PRAYER 


by ARNOLD LIEBERMAN 


Fes FAGGOTS, piled at the entrances to the synagogue, 
were blazing furiously. The entire congregation was 
huddled inside, reciting the Sh’ma, as the flaming rafters 
fell in. A crazed woman, her tatters and hair aflame, 
dashed out, only to be speared by the Duke’s soldiers. 
The town crier had read the proclamation condemning 
the Jews to a fiery death for the crime of having brought 
the plague to Worms. The populace howled its approval 
of the spectacle, even as the rats were scurrying in the 
garbage piles. It was Germany, and the year was 1271. 

The same river was still flowing between the same 
hills but the town was now a city. Electric lights were 
twinkling in the dusk of the evening; motor traffic was 
fairly heavy. The Old People’s Home was a very beau- 
tiful, just completed structure, well furnished with all 
the latest. Irene Droeger was a vivacious student nurse 
at the institution. At 18 she was extremely happy with 
her exciting vocation. She was proud of her dark, hand- 
some father who was both a worthy surgeon and the 
spiritual leader of the Jewish community. She adored 
her mother who was also the head nurse of the hospital. 
Her two older brothers and a younger sister completed 
a harmonious family circle of rare culture, learning 
and model living. 

It was Friday night. In the synagogue the congrega- 
tion had started the Sh’ma. There was a tumult outside. 
The doors burst open and Streicher’s SS_ troopers 
streamed in. The pulpit was knocked over and pews 
smashed as Irene’s father and brothers were butchered 
obscenely. She herself was cuffed mercilessly and 
dragged off by the brawling, drunken louts. Then a 
trooper stumbled over her kicking in her skull with his 
heavy black boot. It was Germany, and the year was 
1938. 

For two days, the broken, 
among the dead and dying, Finally, some nuns had the 
courage to come and care for those still breathing. 
Irene survived successive transfers to 
France and finally the United States. 


unconscious form lay 


Miraculously, 
Switzerland, 








A physician, Dr. Lieberman is a member of Temple Emanu- 


El, Elmhurst, N. Y. 
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Known By The 
Company It Keeps 


CANADIAN WHISKY © A BLEND OF RARE SELECTED WHISKIES @ THIS WHISKY IS SIX YEARS OLD 


For Hanukkah... 








a gift of the finest is 
longest remembered 


Seagram's V.O. is the most cherished 
whisky in Jewish life. Its superior quality 
and flavor is enjoyed by more people than 


any other imported whisky. 


Seagram's VO. 


IMPORTED CANADIAN WHISKY 
e 86.8 PROOF 





Mentally, she was completely out of contact. She was 
submissive but had to be given the most elementary 
care. There was no sign of recognition as one would 
speak to her. She stared mutely when she was not fast 
asleep or having epileptic seizures. 

In 1948 the Pilgrim State Hospital on Long Island, 
N. Y., housed her in one of the back wards. She was 
given institutional care. Her chart contained the infor- 
mation concerning her that had survived repeated trans- 
fers. The newly-assigned physician was examining her 
when he noticed the deeply depressed, healed skull 
fracture. In pity he muttered “Sh’ma Israel!” To his 
intense amazement, he saw the patient’s face change 
and he heard her say, “Adonoy Elohenu! Adonoy 
Echod!” 

She had resumed where she had left off ten years 
before. The physician was strangely elated and excited. 
He had stumbled on the handle opening the door to 
the girl’s frozen intellect: the channels frozen with the 
horror of the terrible night in Nazi Germany. She was 
examined most thoroughly. The depressed spicules of 
bones, tugging so cruelly at her cerebral cortex, were 
surgically removed. She was started on intensive psy- 
chological retraining. First: the Hebrew prayers and the 
reenactment of the entire ritual. Then, lessons in English. 

Slowly, the inhibited reflex pathways were enti 
lished. New patterns were inculcated. A rabbi helped 
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immensely. He was patient and kind. This hastened 
Irene’s recovery as she began to attend services regu- 
larly. In 1954 she was permitted to go out and seek 
employment. She now works as a packer in a pharma- 
ceutical firm. She has a small room in a woman’s hotel. 
Several of her co-employees visit her. 

It is 1959 and Irene Droeger is now 39 years old. 
Her physical condition is quite good. There have been 
no more epileptic seizures since the pressure on her 
brain was relieved. The electroencephalogram is rather 
normal considering the extensive destruction of cortical 
tissue. She has no organic ailments. She is deeply re- 
ligious and thankful for being able to support herself. 
She has accepted completely her fate and station in life. 

When I saw her it was the 20th anniversary of the 
infamous Crystal night. She said she had received word 
about restitution from Germany. She asked me rather 
shyly did I think she could sté ind a trip to Worms and a 
search for graves, if any, of her kin. 

I rather equivocated. Her faith was strong but still—. 
And then I stopped by to see her on the next Friday 
evening. She had her table set. Two of her friends were 
with her. I watched her as she said the motzi. We 

talked a while over the Shabos meal. She will go to 
Worms after the first of the year. Her faith will help 
sustain her. As a doctor, I know she needs no stronger 
medicine. 
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FLY ALM 
NON-STOP 


0+ 
CUROPE 


THEN ON TO TEL AVIV 
FOR THE GOLDEN JUBILEE! 


Fly non-stop across the Atlantic on a four- 
engine DC-7C (Kosher foods available on 
request). Then direct to Tel Aviv. Or turn 
your trip into a grand tour with the KLM 
stopover plan. Visit London, Paris, Brus- 
sels, Vienna, Rome, and a host of other 
cities —at no extra cost! 

Round trip, New York to Tel Aviv: $840.60 
Economy Class, $1334.90 First Class. 
Service from Houston, too. See your travel 
agent or call KLM: 609 Fifth Ave. —or 
120 Broadway, New York, N. Y. PLaza 
9-2400. 


Ree 















THE WORLD OVER 


KLM 


ROYAL DUICH 
AIRLINES 
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A Story 
My Father's House 
by ZELDA POPKIN 


= is A rather quiet story which has 
to do with a gentler day, long before 
man devised strange objects of adora- 
tion, like the bubble top limousine and 
Westerns on TV. Yet it does belong to 
our present time because it happened 
just the other day in an up-and-coming 
New Jersey town. I had spent my child- 
hood in that place, a cozy, Victorian 
town, with a meandering brook divid- 
ing it. Yet when the bus trundled 

everything was new and strange. I had 
come back to visit Peggy whom I'd met 
in public school’s first grade. Her hus- 
band is a businessman who paints, That 
afternoon, Len said, “Let’s drive up the 


mountain. There may be something to 
sketch.” 
We drove into the hills. Forsythia 


blazed; dogwood spangled the trees. It 
was pretty but not interesting enough 
for him to want to paint. “Let’s go back 
to town,” he said. “I'd like to do a water 
color of the old synagogue before they 
tear it down.” 

My heart leaped. We had lived on 
the street which had the synagogue. 
While we drove toward it, I tried to 
recall just how the neighborhood had 
been: the wooden houses, small, of 
course, and the trees full and high. 
Roses and syringa perfumed the sum- 
mer evenings. A lamplighter trudged up 
the streets at dusk to turn the gaslights 
on with a forked, taper-tipped_ stick. 
The synagogue was yellow brick, with 
a high stoop and round, stained-glass 
windows, like colored eyes. 

We stopped on a mean, narrow street, 
abutting the railroad tracks, a Negro 
and white neighborhood, down-at-the- 
heels. All that remained of all I re- 
membered was the old synagogue, sand- 
wiched between a sagging frame house 
and a factory w all. Time had not 
changed it a bit. It had been new when 
we moved to the town. Today, it was 
a picturesque, a quaint old thing for an 
artist to commit to canvas before prog- 
ress obliterated it. 

Len took out his sketch book and 
went to work. Peggy said, “Let’s see if 
we can find your father’s house.” 

We walked up the street. Yes, here 





Mrs. Popkin is the well-known author of 
QuiET StREET and other books. 
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it was, two stories and attic, lean-to for 
the water closet, no porch, high fence 
around the front and back yards, It had 
a fresh coat of white, but otherwise was 
unchanged. 

A teen-ager came out of the house 
and eyed us suspiciously. 

“Bet you're wondering 
doing here,” Peggy said. 

“Sure am,” he said. 

ee lady used to live here,” 
said. “Would you let us go in?” 

He ste ppe »d back to let us pass. 
yourselves.” 

“I don’t want to go in,” I heard my- 
self say. “There’s no reason to.” 

My friend looked disappointed, as I 
wheeled to go back. “How long did you 
live here?” she asked. 

“I can’t remember,” I said. And then, 
“It's strange, but I do not remember one 
hour of living inside that house.” 

Everyone, nowadays, is a psycholo- 
gist, and so she looked at me oddly and 
asked, ‘ ‘Was it, then, so unple asant you 
want to forget?” 

I shrugged. “Not even that. It’s as if 
nothing happened. A blank. Whatever 
years I spent in that house have just 
disappeared.” 

We came back to the synagogue. 
“Want to go in there?” she asked. 

“Yes,” I answered as quickly as I 
had said “no” before. 

We entered through the door below 
the high stoop. Week after week, on 
all the Friday afternoons of my child- 
hood, I had run through that ‘door, a 
dime in one hand, fresh underclothes in 
the other, to be scrubbed in the ritual 
bath, since our house had no tub. We 
opened the door to the Beth Hamedrash. 
A mani sat alone, studying. He glanced 
at us, mildly annoyed, and I found my- 
self wanting to say, “Look, Mister, I 
too, belong in this room. Here I once 
lived.” 

Our Bible class used to meet in that 
room Sunday mornings, little girls in 
starched frocks and several petticoats, 


what we're 


Ppcoy 
Peggy 


“Help 


long ribbed, black cotton stockings; 
high-button shoes to scuff on hard, 
wooden chairs, while we listened to 


tales as old as the world. Here we had 
acted the Purim story and I had played 

Vashti, the displ aced queen, while my 
sister, being older, had preempted Es- 
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ther, the triumphant one. Displaced or 
no, here a queen I had been. Here, be- 
fore the twinkling Chanukah tapers, | 
had learned about miracles, about fight- 
ing for freedom. Here I had memorized 
the Commandments and vowed to keep 
the stern rules. My father had created 
that Bible class. There had been none 
before we moved into town. 

We climbed the wooden stairs and 
entered the synagogue — a long narrow 
room, bright with spring sun. We went 
up the aisle toward the Ark of the 
Covenant. We moved self-consciously, 
since our place was not here but up in 
the women’s balcony, under the colored 
glass eyes. Yet, my feet had walked this 
side before. On Simchas Torah, the 
night of rejoicing in the Law, when the 
Scrolls were lifted tenderly out of the 


Ark and borne aloft in procession, and | 
the children with lighted candles and | 


paper flags marched, singing, shouting, 
prancing, and breaking from line to 
dash to the Torah, touch it with finger- 
tips, and race back exultant, to whisper, 
“IT touched it. I touched the Torah!” The 
Holy of Holies was tangible. Had we 
not known the mystic experience? 
Now every corner of the building be- 

came alive with intense, personal mem- 
ories: the sight of massed, robed, sway- 
ing figures of the congregation, the 


sounds of the Shofar, renewing man’s | 


compact with God, and of the singular 
cadence of Hebrew prayer. 

Religion is a melody, running deep 
in your veins. In this tiny temple, I had 
caught that eternal song. In the many 
years since that distant childhood, 1 
had sat in temples and synagogues in 
several lands. Had I been a stranger 
anywhere? The rituals differed. The 
melody, never. 

“Peggy, I told my friend, “this, not 
the other, was my father’s house.” 

Some of us spend the quiet portions 
of our years asking ourselves: Why did 
I do such and so? What really am I? 
Some snatch at crumbs from the psycho- 
analyst’s table to explain our stirrings 
and pulls, our dissatisfactions, even our 
triumphs over ourselves. The true ex- 
planations are hard to discover. Like 
every other person, wandering the devi- 
out roads of adulthood, I had asked 
myself often, “Really, what am I?” and 
on this spring afternoon I knew. I am a 
Jew, linked for eternity with a people’s 
past, its destiny and its concept of God, 
and this little house had made me so. | 
had gone so readily into the old syna- 
gogue because I knew what waited for 
me. My roots were there, just where | 
left them, intact, and meaningful. 
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Congregation B’rith Kodesh raises 
$1,421,344 for new temple with 
Ketchum, Inc. campaign direction 











One of several preliminary sketches of Congregation B’rith Kodesh’s new Temple. Ketchum, 
Inc. directed campaign that raised $1,421,344 for Rochester, New York, Reform Congregation. 


Under the dedicated leadership of Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Rabbi 
Herbert Bronstein and Campaign General Chairman, Abe Feinbloom, 
Congregation B’rith Kodesh, Rochester, N.Y., has raised $1,421,344 
for anew Temple and Religious School. The amount pledged is one of 
the largest ever raised by a Reform Congregation in a single campaign. 

Ketchum, Inc. served as professional fund-raising counsel to the 
congregation. At the conclusion of the campaign Mr. Feinbloom 
wrote: “I am sure that without professional help we could not have 
done as well as we did, and I personally am grateful to Ketchum, Inc. 
for the part they played in this activity.” 

If your congregation is planning a fund-raising campaign, we will 
be happy to discuss your plans with you without obligation. 


«wee = KETCHUM, INC. 
Direction of Fund-Raising Campaigns 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING 
PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 

500 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
JOHNSTON BUILDING, CHARLOTTE 2, N.C. 
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Excerpts From 


THE STATE OF OUR UNION 


As Delivered by DR. MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, President 


At the 45th General Assembly of the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS, Miami Beach, Florida, November 15, 1959 


ON THE DEMANDS OF REFORM JUDAISM 


] say wetcome, thrice welcome, to all who seek our 
midst. But such words of warmest welcome must be ac- 
companied by the inescapable responsibility of making 
known to neophytes that it is no religion of convenience 
they have joined, no regimen of do-and-know-nothing- 
ness. The demands and the commands of Reform Juda- 
ism comprise the most compelling challenge which men 
have been called upon to confront — especially at this 
grave and awesome hour of crisis and decision when Re- 
form Judaism, Judaism, all religions, face new frontiers 
such as we have never known before. 

Now, there are those who, quoting the cynical Eccle- 
siastes, insist that “there is nothing new under the sun;” 
that the “good old religion” ought to suffice for our 
time as well. Perhaps so—but to compare the universe 
of our fathers with the era in which we find ourselves 
today is to indulge in sheer “kinderspiel.” 

The prophets of Israel] . . . in their most lugubrious of 
moods could not have envisaged the age of automation 
in which once proud and thinking man is being increas- 
ingly reduced to a cog on a vast conveyor belt, being 
stamped into standard, exchangeable and hence, ex- 
pendable parts. 

Can Reform Judaism confront such a new frontier to 
which man feels as never before, utterly dwarfed and 
impotent? Can Reform Judaism, with the faith and 
fortitude of our fathers, transform Don Quixote into 
David, diminutive still but armed with the sling and 
stone of the spirit that might yet slay the Goliath of our 
rocket and racket-rotted age? Can we turn our reaching 
for the moon into an outreaching mission to mankind? 

Let us “search and try our ways” that we may return 
in sincerity and truth “unto the Lord our God” — the 
genesis, the source of all that we are and hope to be. 


MISSION OF THE UNION 


Let us search and try our ways and return in our homes 
and personal lives unto the Lord in this era of moon 
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shots and missiles and mushroom clouds which rise by 
day, and the pestilence which seeps into the wheat and 
corn by night; in this age of Freudian probing into the 
depth of the psyche to dissipate some of our erstwhile 
naive convictions concerning man’s innermost nature. 

It must be the primary purpose of this Union, of all 
our congregations, of our rabbis and laymen, to find this 
fundamental answer. 

All the services which this Union renders; all its fe- 
vered appeals for funds; all its eloquent entreaty for 
large capital gifts to enable it to cope with the increas- 
ing responsibilities of this growing movement; all the 
training your rabbis have received; all the new temples 
which so many of you have sacrificially reared; all the 
clatter of your crowded calendars will be as naught 
unless we can find our way back to God and hear his 
word once more in our hearts over the strident sound 
of our corporate endeavors. Penetrating, thoroughgoing, 
intrepid must be our seeking . . . we must humbly reach 
out to the profoundest thinkers and most creative spirits 
of our day that together we may be able to slake the 
“hunger not for bread and the thirst, not for water but 
for hearing the word of God.” I therefore urge upon this 
Biennial Assembly that it place as priority number one 
— prior to buildings and techniques, prior to parapher- 
nalia and machinery: the intensification of our pursuit 
to enrich our spiritual possession as congregations and 


congregants. 
ON PRACTICING WHAT WE PREACH 


The time has come for Judaism — and Christianity too — 
to practice what we preach concerning the Father of 
all mankind. The international anarchy of our time must 
indeed end, not merely through summit conferences 
which adjudicate this or that specific conflict — though 
we may well be grateful for this slight thaw in this dis- 
turbing and destructive cold war. But there must come 
new insight into the Sovereignty of God rather than of 
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men or nations. We cannot rest content with conversa- 
tions at conferences with the President or the Chairman. 
There must be “a new and sustained dialogue between 
man and God.” 


ON BUILDING OUR YOUTH 


Where lies the prime responsibility for all this “lying, 
murder, stealing and adultery”; when big business bribes 
legislators and bestows favors on government officials 
for special: privileges; when labor leaders consort with 
racketeers; when commercial concerns rig TV shows and 
falsify their products to promote the sale of goods; when 
building codes are slyly violated for profit and rich re- 
wards are reaped from rat-infested slums; when kick- 
backs are accepted in medicine and law; when even 
rabbis sometimes place themselves on the auction block 
to be sold to the highest congregational bidder? 

There are many factors contributing to this break- 
down in the moral fiber of our nation and generation, 
but primary among them, I fear, is the dumping of re- 
ligious values — especially among the pampered and 
petted circles of our youth, even of our Jewish youth as 
Rabbi Albert Gordon so accusingly points out in his 
penetrating and provocative Jews in Suburbia. 

For the very survival of our American way of life in 
which men may walk in security and decency that I 
plead with this General Asse »mbly to: place high on its 
agenda a far more comprehensive, and no doubt costly, 
provision for the religious and moral training of our 
youth, in synagogue youth groups, in institutes and con- 
claves, in private camps as well as on the campuses of 
colleges and universities; which with all its resources 
and fine record of achievement, the Hille] Foundation 
cannot singlehandedly fulfill. 


ON OUR WIDENING FRONTIERS 


An inescapable responsibility is ours to make of Pro- 
gressive Judaism something more than a confined and 
narrow American sect. We must make certain that it 
becomes a world-wide movement. I recommend a 
strong reaffirmation of our fealty to the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. Our strong support of such a 
program will provide the pecuniary wherewithal and 
the personnel to save innumerable Jews for Judaism and 
Judaism for not a few of our Jewish brethren both at 
home and abroad who are drifting from our fold be- 
‘ause they know not the living faith which has brought 
such vigor and vitality in our own fold. 


ON RACE RELATIONS 


No one could be more aware than I that there has been 
no recent message that I have delivered at Biennials and 
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Board meetings that has not been largely devoted to the 
New Frontier in race relations; indeed, there must be 
some who have grown weary of such endless repetition. 
But how can one desist from striking at any evil time 
and time again until that evil has been completely eradi- 
cated? In this struggle all of us can play our part for 
good or ill. To all of us comes the challenging word of 
the superb Negro spirit whose voice should have been 
heard in this Assembly, ostensibly dedicated to the God 
who insisted that we are “as the Ethiopians” in His sight. 
Since Martin Luther King . . . was not permitted himself 
to preach here his gospel of soul force . . . I would seek 
to be the mouthpiece, unworthy though I be, of his 
searching charge that “it may well be that the greatest 
tragedy of our day is not the glaring noisiness of the 
so-called bad pe ople, but the appalling silence of the 
so-called good people. It may be that our generation 
may have to repent not only for the vitriolic words and 
diabolic act of the children of darkness, but also for the 
crippling fears and tragic apathy of the children of 
light. While the good people stood silently and compla- 
cently by,” he adds. indicting you and me and most of 
our fellows, “the misguide d ones acted.” If every 
Church and Synagogue had developed an action pro- 
gram — had worked out plans to implement their right- 
eous resolutions — Federal troops might not have been 
forced to walk the corridors of Central High School in 
Little Rock. 


ON REFORM JUDAISM AND ISRAEL 


Israel too is hungering for this message though in many 
areas of its desperate do-or-die struggle for existence 
she may not know it. America has far more than gold to 
give to Israel and Israel has need of much besides money 
and scientific know-how. Dauntlessly and fearlessly, not 
furtively and apologetically, we must lend hand and 
heart to those of our brethren in Israel, who precisely as 
those in India, in France, in Holland, in South America, 
are dissatisfied with Orthodoxy and do not yet know of 
the life-giving waters of Reform faith. 


ON THE TASK AHEAD 


The world is on the side of faith in force; we must 
range ourselves on the side of force of faith. The world 
dispatches missiles to the moon and rockets into space, 
we must stalwartly send forth our spirit unto spirit and 
embark resolutely on our mission to mankind to usher 


in God’s kingdom even in our time. 





We have a limited number of the complete address avail- 
able on a first-come first-served basis. 
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Sunday Bible Breakfasts 


By SOL HOROWITZ 


B iste BREAKFASTS, besides being a 
mitzvah to delicatessen stores and bagel 
bakers, are a blessing to the individual 
whose religious training was neglected 
in his youth. 

Of course, Bible breakfasts vary. One 
of the best of its kind at the Stephen 
Wise Free Synagogue in New York, 
where Rabbi Klein alternates with Rabbi 
Rivkin in conducting a weekly Sunday 
morning study session. They use the 
Russian method of education—no non- 
sense. Syllabi are furnished, assignments 
and homework are given and attend- 
ance records are kept. The course 
started with an attendance of 12 and 
now averages 100 men and women each 
Sunday morning. 

The only fault I find with the Free 
Synagogue breakfast is the food—coffee 
and schnecken. At my temple, Shaarey 
Zedek in Brooklyn, we find that learn- 
ing comes much easier when one has 
a little lox in the stomach. 

Compared to this excellent operation, 
many others do not come off so well. 
Sometimes where the rabbi conducts 
the course of study singlehandedly, you 
have to contend with a series of post- 
ponements. Sunday mornings make 
great demands on a rabbi's time and 
there often is no assurance of the con- 
tinuity of the class. Frequent cancella- 
tions discourage the class and many 
drop out. 

Another weakness I have observed 
at many Bible breakfasts is that the 
term starts off with Beraches (in the 





SOL HOROWITZ is past president of 
Shaarey Zedek Temple Men’s Club, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and a member of the ex- 
ecutive board of the Metropolitan Con- 
ference of NFTB. 
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beginning) in October, and if all the 
factors are favorable, if all the Sundays 
are fair and the postponements few, 
they reach Exodus in May and then 
the season is over. The next year, they 
start again with Beraches in October 
and if they are lucky again, they reach 
Exodus in May. 
in the class have to resort to movies 
like “The Ten Commandments,” “David 
and Bathsheba” and others to learn how 
it all came out. The cure is to have an 
extra teacher available to assure the con- 
tinuity of the program. 

I contend that Bible breakfasts should 
be truly Bible breakfasts and not dis- 
cussions on such topics as integration, 
Israel and delinquency. These are per- 
fectly proper for a regular men’s club 
gathering. It is unfortunate that many 
of the clubs that now feature such 
topics started out as Bible breakfast 
groups, but lacked the patience neces- 
sary to build up attendance. 

I believe that Sunday mor nings should 
be used for educational purposes. Lec- 
tures and forums are fine for week-night 
meetings. Real study is difficult for the 
average adult on week-nights. The tired 
business man is in no condition then to 
concentrate on subjects like Bible and 
Hebrew. On Sunday morning, however, 
he is rested. The mind is receptive, and 
learning comes easily. Using Sunday 
mornings for educational purposes could 
prove very fruitful for our movement. 

About five years ago I attended a Bar 
Mitzvah at an Orthodox synagogue. Sit- 
ting with me was one of the most promi- 
nent Jews in Brooklyn. At that time he 
was president of one of our bor ough tem- 
ples. As the service droned on, repeti- 
tious and noisy, my companion turned to 
me and said, “I am ashamed. Here am I, 





The result is that many. 


a Jewish leader, a president of a temple, 
and I find myself a stranger in a tradi- 
tional Jewish House of God. A Jew should 
be able to enter r any synagogue, and be 
able to follow the service. 

I have thought about this many times, 
and it makes me sad. When any of us are 
called upon to attend the Bar Mitzvah of 
a nephew or the Bas Mitzvah of a niece, 
we should be able to open a Siddur or a 
Prayer Book and join in the worship. 
When any of us are called upon to pay a 
Shiva call and are counted as one of the 
Minyan, we should be able to take our 
place in the Shiva congregation and par- 
ticipate actively in the proceedings. Re- 
ligious divisions among Jews being what 
they are, it is incannbent upon each one 
of us to be acquainted with the worship 
of every synagogue we may be called 
upon to enter. 

That, of course, means the study of 
Hebrew. The language has come alive in 
our generation. It is time for the brother- 
hoods to recognize that fact and place 
the study of Hebrew high on their agen- 
das. Sunday mornings are ideal for that 
purpose. Most Hebrew classes that I 
have observed were conducted in a hap- 
hazard fashion. 

I venture to predict that a class con- 
ducted in the way the Free Synagogue 
operates its Sunday morning Bible class 
would bring rewards of the richest kind. 
We get enough of lectures and discus- 
sions on Fr iday nights, Saturday morn- 
ings, at festivals wa holidays and at our 
monthly brotherhood week-night meet- 
ings. Let us make lucrative use of our 
precious Sunday mornings for real study 
of basic Judaism, Bible, and Hebrew. 


Welcome, 

New Affiliates 

Westport, Conn., TEMPLE ISRAEL 
BROTHERHOOD, Pres., Murray Ray- 
den; Inglewood, Calif., TEMPLE BETH 
OHR MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Howard Ren- 
ston; Easton, Pa., TEMPLE COVE- 
NANT OF PEACE BROTHERHOOD, 
Pres., Dick Richards. 


BROTHERHOOD SECTION i. 
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Why I Go To Temple 


BY SAMUEL B. FINKEL 


To achieve emotional relaxation and spiritual exhilaration by insulat- 
ing myself through meditation against the clamor and clatter of my 


daily routine. 


To give audible expression to my resolve to attain the maximum 


unfoldment of my better self. 


To strengthen my determination to accept gracefully the fact of the 
impermanence of the individual and to replenish my confidence that 
because each of us is a link in the never ending chain of time each 


of us has within him a spark of eternity. 


To ask for divine help to pattern my life on the principle that life 
has a meaning and purpose and direction beyond human under- 


standing. 


To pay my respects to my forefathers and to set an example to my 
offspring through the overt affirmation of my Jewishness by reason of 


my attendance at services. 


To record my gratification that I belong to an ancient and honorable 


people dedicated to justice, learning, charity and sanctity. 


To acknowledge the indebtedness of our people to the synagogue for 
its ceaseless and dedicated efforts through its rabbis and lay lead- 
ers to clarify, codify and interpret Judaism, thereby assuring the 


physical, cultural and spiritual continuity of Jewry. 


To recall the heroic deeds of our ancestral leaders; the teachings 
of our prophets; the wisdom of our sages; and to resolve to live 


by their example and in their spirit. 


To avow my spiritual dependence on a supreme power outside of 
man, which, although I am unable scientifically to explain, I accept 


on faith and acknowledge as the guiding force of life in every form. 


To commune through prayers with this power, which in accord 


with the precepts of Judaism I regard as God—and the only God. 


Samuel B. Finkel, past president of the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods, is executive vice-president of the Dropsie College for Hebrew 
and Cognate Learning. Your reactions to this statement, your personal views 
and your comments would be gratefully received. The statement may be 
reprinted in temple and Brotherhood Bulletins. 
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ISRAEL and 
EUROPE 
TOURS 


AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY 


AMERICAN EXPRESS 
* 


You too can visit Israel, in 
the comfort you enjoy at 
home, with all of your ar- 
rangements expertly plan- 
ned for you by competent 


AMERICAN EXPRESS 
travel specialists. 





Why not 
visit Israel 
this winter 


and bask in the sun? 


WE CAN ALSO ASSIST YOU 

IN COMPLETING YOUR ARRANGEMENTS 
TO JOIN THE CRUISE OF YOUR CHOICE 
THIS FALL OR WINTER. 


* 


AMERICAN EXPRESS 
TRAVEL SERVICE 


Headquarters: 65 Broadway, New 
York 6, N. Y. Offices in principal 
cities throughout the world. 
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The Gentle Art of Jewish Humor 


by IS BOOKBINDER 


Mec HAS BEEN SAID in the world of 
advertising about hard-sell, soft-sell and 
motivational research. NFTB and JCS, 
not to be outdone, are using TV, books 
on Judaism and rabbis. Someone at 838 
Fifth Avenue awakened 
with a cry: “Why not 
humor?” Then came the 
traditional query “Why 
Not?” This, therefore, has 
made the writer a sort of 
ubiquitous itinerant among 
our brotherhoods and sis- 
terhoods. 

The itinerary has taken 
me from Canada to Flor- 
ida, from New Jersey to 
Indiana, into temples and 
into the homes of our people who are the 
leaders and the congregants who make 
up the Liberal movement. 

For every story categorized as Je »wish 
humor that I have been told en route my 
repertoire has been increased and en- 
riched by those told to me. Every Jewish 
audience stands in judgment. Laughter 
is a great bond and a greater leveler. 

Sometimes the advance publicity for 
“Guest Speaker — Jewish Humorist” is 
flashy and flattering. However, in Con- 
necticut when I arrived at about 8:15 
only one little fellow was in ee vestry 
room. He asked “Who are you?” When 
I respectfully told him, he looked at me 
with horror and said “Oy, and I forget to 
send out the postcards!” 

Many and varied are the experiences I 
have had on tour. I have seen The Tem- 
ple Thespians doing “The World of Sho- 
lom Aleichem” at the Holy Blossom Tem- 
ple in Toronto, Canada. ... : A Lynchburg, 
Va. temple functionary told me “They 
still think of me as a carpetbagger, be- 
cause I didn't arrive here until I had 
reached the advanced age of 6 months” 

. I have been at a Long Island temple 
where a congregant conducted Friday 
Night services in place of the rabbi. 
In Syracuse, N.Y.,during National Broth- 
erhood Week the local radio station com- 
memorated this epochal event with a 





IS BOOKBINDER, “Prince of Jewish Hu- 
mor, is one of the popular speakers 
booked for temple brotherhood meetings 
by the NFTB Lecture Bureau. Inquiries 
about him and over 400 other recom- 
mended lecturers may be addressed to 
NFTB. 
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commercial designed to satisfy everyone 

—a herculean effort: “Smor gasbord, Ravi- 
oli, Caviar, Irish Whiskey and Jewish 
Humor.” . .. There were the Under-the- 
Street-Jews, of Montreal, who pleaded 
for just six more months 
in which to bring into 
being a temple, and sure 
enough today there is a 
Temple Sholom in Mon- 
treal built with Chutzpah 
(but our girls didn’t get 
married under this Chutz- 
pah) 

There are problems of 
brotherhood, ritual and 
programming everywhere 
a speaker goes. In the 
the Catholics, Protestants 
we call it in- 
when the Ortho- 
Reform 


where 


North, 
and Jews meet together, 


Down South, 
and 


terfaith. 


dox, Conservative meet 


together under one roof, this is really~ 


interfaith! 

In Fort Lauderdale and Miami, Union 
Prayer books are in use, and in Miami 
Beach, Union Prayer books plus Tallesim 
and Yarmulkes. . . . There are the tem- 
ples where “The Come as You Please” 
theme is sponsored, but even this might 
have its drawbacks at a North Miami 
brotherhood meeting. This session was 
held in a bank! 

I have addressed groups of our peo- 
ple, in converted gas stations, shopping 
centers, under canvas tops, diners, night 
clubs and American Legion Halls; also at 
Temple Avodah in Oceanside, L. L., 
thus called because the men built their 
house of prayer with their own hands. 

In contrast I was at “The Temple” in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where Rabbi Abba Hil- 
lel Silver displayed his humaneness and 
humor in presenting to me his masterful 
“Where Judaism Differed,” an unforget- 
able thrill. 

In New York’s Rodeph Sholom I ex- 
coriated the Galitzianers, and the inimi- 
table Rabbi Louis Newman countered 
devastatingly with “But, both my good 
parents were Galitizianers.” “Rabbi,” was 
the meek answer, “Mine, too.” 

Humor is where you find it. It might 
be the horse dealer in Calgary who ma- 
neuvered a plane ticket for me back to 
East Orange. This lad thought Harvard 
was a cafeteria in Winnipeg. . . . Or the 
temple worker in Dothan, Ala., who sold 
a Syrian dealer a series of tickets for tem- 





ple functions. . . . And in this area a Lit- 
vack from Fitzgerald, Ga. (and this com- 
bination is most refreshing), who told 
me all the Jews from Fitz were present, 
all 7 of them. .. . Here, too, Rabbi Ger- 
ber conducted bids weekly TV program. 

Our own people make their own brand 
of humor much of the time, and we itin- 
erants, traveling between meetings in 
every part of the country, simply bring 
to another group a taste of our people a 
thousand or more miles away. 

Ve help further togetherness, cement- 
ing a link between brotherhoods and sis- 
terhoods and their temples all over the 
country — all strung together by a long 
series of postcards. 

Our rabbis tell 1 
things each Jew ‘antl of the name 
should do and we will be an even more 
potent people: be gentle, be joyous, be 
Jewish.” Tying together all three is the 
gentle art of Jew ish humor. It is our link 
between the past, the present and the fu- 
ture. The little chuckle, the loud laugh, 
tickled by the knife-like ge ntleness of 
our humor, brings joyousness and Jew- 
ishness together at all of our gatherings. 

But please don’t forget to send out the 
postcards! 


“There are three 
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Why I Am A Jew 


by FRANK O. MILLER, President 


TEMPLE BETH ZION MEN’S CLUB, 


Way AM 1 A JEW? The question could 
be more easily answered by asking how 
I became a Jew. 

I have beén a Jew for only 14 years, 
yet they have been the most important 
years of my life. 

Iama Jew by choice, self-choice, with- 
out any attempt by any person to convert 
me to Judaism. 

My father was a Presbyterian, my 
mother a Methodist. My early childhood 
was spent in Louisiana, and I was given 
the religious training approved by the 
Methodist Episcopal South group, a 
group that had a rather rigid orthodox 
approach to religion, bordering on fun- 
damentalism. 

My brother and I attended Sunday 
School regul: uly, dutifully studying the 
weekly lesson, bringing home the Sun- 
day School magazine, which contained 
a combination of wholesome stories and 
religious articles deemed fit and proper 
for the youth of the church. 

When we moved to the North several 
years later I still identified myself with 
the Methodist Church, but change d some 
of my values, in accordance w ith the dif- 
ference between northern and southern 
practices. 

All of this time small doubts kept rais- 
ing their heads and I puzzled about life, 
religion and the hereafter. The religion 
I had been taught as a child, although 
having many sound ethical principles, 
was also burdened with inconsistent dog- 
matic practices. The idea of the trinity, 
to which the Church gave birth in the 
fourth century, was confusing to me, as 
it was to many of my friends, who pro- 
fessed to believe it without understand- 
ing it. Too much importance has been at- 
tached to the birth and death of Jesus 
and too little to the ethical principles, 
Jewish in character, that he allegedly 
preached. 

I felt that I must find a solution for my 
needs. I felt as if I were a naked man, 
who had lost all of his clothes and must 
find new ones. I felt the truth was there, 
if only I would seek it. 

Then began a long study of compara- 
tive religion. I sté uted with the basic be- 
lief that there was design and order to 
life and that it was not a helter-skelter 
process. I believed there must be a God- 
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force, but I could not accept the polythe- 
istic beliefs of the religion I had known 
as a child. 

Several years later I had my first direct 
contact with Judaism. I went to work in 
a store operated by a Jewish family. — 
husband, wife, several brothers and < 
sister were active in the business. It was 
here I first learned about the traditional 
holidays and what they meant. Here was 
my first experience with true Jewish ethi- 
cal practices. Here I first learned about 
the Jewish traditions and customs. 

By this time I had completely re- 

nounced the religion of my childhood 
and when a stranger would query me 
about my re ligion I would simply say “I 
am a monotheist.” I began to dev elop a 
personal belief, which I thought had 
some degree of originality, but which I 
later found out to be similar to Liberal 
Judaism. 
' The years passed and when I was in 
my early forties I decided to return to 
college, with the principal goal of gain- 
ing some personal insight that might en- 
able me to solve some of the problems 
that were puzzling me. 

During the next three years I took 
every course in psychology, plus courses 
in sociology and philosophy. Gradually I 
shed many of my old values and began 
to establish new ones. 

Starting with two premises, one the 
belief in a divine God, the other the be- 
lief in an unmapped and unknown exist- 
ence beyond this life, I began to extend 
my studies in the field of “lanes philos- 
ophy. I worked my way through Hindu- 
ism, Brahmanism, Jainism, Buddhism, 
Shintoism, Zoroastrianism, Mohammed- 
anism and Judaism. 

Of the lot Judaism interested me the 
most, so I began to study it to see what 
it stood for, what its principles were and 
what it meant to me. The more I read, 
the more I realized that my own personal 
ideas on religion were in complete ac- 
cord with the ideas of Liberal Judaism. 
Suddenly I discovered that I was already 
a Jew in everything but label. 

It took twenty years of groping and 
studying before I found what I had been 
seeking, but at last I knew that I had 
found my way out of the labyrinth of 
doubt. 


The high ethical principles of Juda- 
ism, the total absence of dogma, the em- 
phasis on the individual and his actions, 
the belief that there is something beyond 
this life, but for which no claims of con- 
dition are made, the disbelief in Hell, all 
so closely paralleled my own thoughts 
and reasoning that I knew I had solved 
my puzzle. 

The Psalms that I had learned as a 
child took on a new meaning; the Proph- 
ets and their message seemed closer. Re- 
ligion was a reality and I was entranced 
with the majestic simplicity of Judaism. 
I experienced an inward glow, a sense of 
spiritual enlightenment, a feeling that at 
last I had found a religion whose basic 
truths were logical and intelligible to me. 
It was a profound experience to me, a 
magnificent feeling of spiritual peace, a 
firm conviction that here was an honest 
approach to metaphysical problems. 

After two years of discussion, my wife 
and I joined a temple. , 

Since I have become a Jew I have 
found a spiritual peace I never knew be- 
fore. I have lifted my ethical beliefs to 
a higher plane and am proud to be part 
of our Jewish community. 

I believe that a religion of value must 
not only satisfy the spiritual needs of a 
person, ‘but must also satisfy his intellect. 
I believe that spiritual values and ethical 
content are more important than creeds 
and ordered doctrines. I do not go so far 
as to say, as some do, that our religion is 
the “only true religion,” however I do be- 
lieve that Liberal Judaism, with its high 
ethical content and code of practice, does 
much to overcome the time-lag found in 
other religions. 

Today we know that religion is evolu- 
tionary in character and man’s concept 
of God is not complete. Modern man is 
still changing his mode of worship and 
approach to the God-force. There may 
be much in many religions that served 
the past, but does not serve the present. 
There is progress to be made in religion, 
just as there is progress to come in social 
practices. 

Judaism has a special significance to 
me, a feeling that I never received in my 
former religion. Its complete liber ration 
from dogmatic practices gives the indi- 
vidual freedom of choice. He distin- 
guishes right from wrong by using his 
own conscious processes of thought. 

I am a Jew because I cannot accept 
the concept of “original sin.” I*do not 
feel that I have to be “saved” from any- 
thing. I feel to be born is a glorious thing. 
All of us have so much to give to one 
(continued on page 24) 





WHY | AM A JEW 
(continued from page 23) 
another and to the world. 

I am a Jew because I believe there 
could be but one God, omnipotent, om- 
niscient and omnipresent, one with 
whom I can commune without the aid or 
intercession of another mortal. 

The stories of the Bible that I read as 
a child take on a new meaning for me 
today. The principles that were revealed 
through Moses 5000 years ago are still 

valid as a way of life; principles that 

make Judaism a living religion; princi- 
ples that teach respect, not only of God, 
but of the individual. 

I am a Jew because I am proud to be 
one of a people who, with little more 
than a book to hold them together, have 
survived for centuries in spite of the 
most inhuman, cruel and sustained per- 
secution ever directed against any group. 

I am proud to be one of a group of 
people who have been literate for cen- 
turies; a group that has always stressed 
social equality and social culture, not 
torture, pangnipation and forced illiteracy 
for the masses; a group that w elcomed 


the sincere convert, not a people who 
burned the non-believer at an auto-da-fe. 

I am a Jew because Judaism encour- 
ages individual thinking and individual 
behavior, freedom of conscience and 
freedom of action. 

I ama Jew because monotheism seems 
the only logical complement to our life. 
We cannot understand nature’s mysteri- 
ous forces. Some things are incompre- 
hensible, but our knowledge and reason 
tell us that there must be something 
more than chance to the pattern of life. 

I am a Jew because Judaism is a pat- 
tern of life, a manner of living, which has 
brought to me the spiritual peace and 
contentment I was unable to find in my 
former religion. 

I feel a surge of pride whenever I 
stand and recite the Shema, remember- 
ing the millions who have said it before 
me, in reverence to their belief in one 
God. 

These are my answers to the question 
of why I am a Jew. Since I have found 
so many incontrovertible reasons for be- 
coming a Jew, how could I ever be any- 
thing else? a 
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made it possible for us to raise almost twice 


as much as our wildest dreams permitted us to anticipate.” 


Rabbi Martin E. Katzenstein 
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NFTB BOARD MEMBER IN LONDON—DeWald 
Baum, left, Los Angeles NFTB Board member, and 
his son, Richard, right, are shown above with 
Lady Lily H. Montagu and Lord Louis Gluckstei. 
at a reception in London, where they were 
delegates to the 11th International Conference 
of the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 
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Shamrock-Hilton Hotel 
Houston, Texas 
November 17-20, 1960 
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CET LENG 


ADULT EDUCATION 
DIGEST SUPPLEMENT 


NFTB has issued an 80-page printed Di- 
gest Supplement to its 300-page Kit to 
Stimulate Jewish Adult Education. It 
contains motivation, practical guides and 
methods for carrying out NFTB’s major 
objective to emphasize Jewish adult edu- 
cation in brotherhood programming. It 
includes good ideas for open discussion 
meetings, Sunday Bible breakfasts and 
week-end institutes, a home reading 
plan, speakers, films and outlines for 
study courses. Complete materials for a 
variety of programs are made easily ac- 
cessible through perforated order forms. 
Copies of the condensed supplement, 
which was prepared by NFTB in cooper- 
ation with the UAHC Department of 
Adult Education, are available free for 
brotherhood use. A key factor in the 
success of local programs is the ap- 
pointment of responsible adult educa- 
tion chairmen. 








SAVE 
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INCINERATES .. . 
combustibles, garbage, 
poultry offal, rags. 


all wet or dry 
sweepings, boxes, 


100% SAFETY EQUIPPED 


with pilot burner and thermocouple, au- 
tomatic shut-off timer on main pressure 
blast burner. 


Suitable for indoor or outdoor installation 
. usable without burner equipment. 


AGA APPROVED CONTROLS 


various sizes installed with synagogues, 
supermarkets, stores. 


institutions, schools, 
Quick, easy installation. 


SYRALL MFG. COMPANY 


511 N. STATE ST. * 
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Basic Book of the Month 


Ox: OF THE 12 nooks on NFTB’s Basic 
Book List for Understanding Judaism, 
announced in the last issue, is “What 
Everyone Should Know About Judaism” 
by Rabbi Morton M. Applebaum of Tem- 
ple Israel, Akron, Ohio. The book, pub- 
lished this year by the Philosophical Li- 
brary, was inspired by NFTB. 

The basic research, 100 questions 
about Jews and Judaism most frequently 
asked by Christians, was compiled by 
Rabbi Applebaum on Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society engagements at colleges and 
church camps. When the questions alone 
were published in the Chanukah, 1954 
issue of American Judaism, many people 
wrote in requesting the answers. These 
were published in NFTB’s 300-page 
Adult Education Kit, issued last year. 

When a Christian neighbor asks you 
questions about your religion, do you 
have the correct answers? Of course, you 
and your family should know the right 
answers, not only to avoid embarrass- 
ment with your non-Jewish friends, but 
as a matter of your own education as 
Jews. 

Are you a well informed Jew? Get a 
copy of Rabbi Applebaum’ s book. Note 
the questions listed in the contents and 
see how many you can answer. Then 
check them against the answers in the 
book. 

For example, how would you answer 
these: 

How would you define Judaism? 

Do Jews still regard themselves as the 
“Chosen People”? 

What is the Jewish Attitude Toward 
mixed marriage and intermarriage? 

What is Pirke Avos? 

What is Kiddush Ha-Shem? 

What is Consecration? 

Who are the major prophets? 

What is meant by Torah? 

What is meant by Pentateuch? 

Why don't Jews solicit converts? 

It is a small book, under 100 pages, 
but one of great worth, as the Rev. John 
Haynes Holmes, of the Community 
Church of New York, states in the fore- 
word, It is a book for Jews and non-Jews. 
The Jewish Chautauqua Society has 
placed it on the list of recommended 
books it donates on request to college 
libraries. 

As a guide for a series of discussion 
groups or study courses, the 100 ques- 
tions and answers are listed in the book 
under six categories: Non-Jews Invaria- 





bly Ask, Jewish Sources, Holy Days and 
Holidays, In Temple and Synagogue, 


Life C ycle Ceremonies, and General. A 
single quiz session also could be built 
around any one of these categories. 

The questions alone might be mimeo- 
graphed in groups of 10 or 20 under the 
general heading “What Do You Know 
About Judaism?” and mailed to your 
membe rship in advance of each session, 
or published in your temple or brother- 
hood bulletin. This would serve to arouse 
the curiosity of the recipient, to test his 
own knowledge and that of members of 
his family, or to look up the answers. It 
also would stimulate attendance and dis- 
cussion. NFTB has designed several at- 
tractive meeting notice cards to help 
bring out people to such sessions. 

To obtain a single copy of the book 
for your home librasy fill out the coupon 
below and mail it with your check for 
$3 to NFTB. Temple brotherhoods may 
purchase the book in quantity at a dis- 
count price of $1.80 for use in their study 
courses and discussion groups, and use 
the difference between that amount and 
resale at the retail price to help defray 
expenses of their adult education pro- 
grams. 


NFTB 
838 FirrH AVENUE 
New York 21, N.Y. 


Please send me...... copies of “What 
Everyone Should Know About Judaism.” 
My check is enclosed. 
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A Week at a Church Camp 


by RABBI SIMON MASLIN 
TEMPLE OF LIBERAL JUDAISM, Monroe, N.Y. 


Lisr SUMMER I had one of the truly 
unique experiences of my life. I spent a 
week on a Jewish C hautauqua Society 
assignment at a Congregational Church 
camp for children of Junior High School 
age in Medusa, N.Y. 

Medusa is a little village of about 40 
families. Its only industry is a cheese fac- 
tory. The only other buildings in town 
are the fire company, the Christian 
Church and the general store. There are 
no Jews living in Medusa, and as far as I 
could gather, there never have been any. 

Outside the village and up a steep hill, 
which I climbed several times a day, 
there is a large sign which reads: “Camp 
Medusa, an adventure in Christian living 
for everyone.” 

I was greeted by the dean of the camp, 
the Rev. Thomas Warfield, of the Con- 
gregational Church in Rensselaer, N.Y. 
and shown to my quarters in a home in 
the village. 

Soon I was settled into the routine of 
life in a Christian Church camp. My pri- 
mary functions were to conduct a daily 
class in “Heroes of the Old Testament” 
and to prepare one evening program of 
entertainment. My secondary functions 
were to be available to talk to the chil- 
dren and to the minister, and to help in 
sports and the other camp activities. 

I went to Camp Medusa to teach, but 
I learned a lot. I learned of the dedica- 
tion of Christian laymen to their church. 
I learned what a wonderful job a good 
faculty can do with a group of 50 willing 
teen-agers. 

The children were awakened each 
morning at 7:30. After washing and 
dressing they went out to meditate pri- 
vately, each with his Bible and a devo- 
tional tract. This ten-minute period was 
called “the morning watch.” Breakfast 
was at 8:30 and then bunk clean-up. 
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The first period, from 9:30 to 10:15, 
was called “The Christian Trail.” The 
camp was split into four small groups; 
each met with a different minister to dis- 
cuss some aspect of Bible or prayer or 
Christian life. I was a resource person. 

From 10:30 to 11:15 the whole camp 
gathered to listen to a missionary. She 
would tell them each day about some 
phase of the world-wide Congregational- 
ist Church, especially of its missionary 
programs in Africa and the Pacific Is- 
lands. 

From 11:30 to 12:15, the children lis- 
tened to me lecture on such subjects as 
the Patriarchs, Moses, the Prophets and 
Judaism in general. On my first period 
with the children they were so eager to 
ask questions about Judaism and I was 
so eager to clear up a lot of misconcep- 
tions that I spent virtually the complete 
hour answering their questions. 

Afternoons were devoted to ball 
games, arts and crafts, choir rehearsal, 
and swimming. For me the afternoons 
were spent partly playing ball with the 
boys, showing them that rabbis are regu- 
lar guys, and partly discussing compara- 
tive theology with the ministers and the 
missionary. 

Each evening after dinner there was a 
prayer service complete with sermonette 
and offering. After each meal we sang for 
about 20 minutes. When the song leader 
found that I liked to sing he asked me if 
I would lead some songs. Well, after a 
week of song leading by me, you should 
have heard those Christian children sing- 
ing Hine Mah Tov, Zum Gali Gali, and 
others of our songs, with spirit and with 
the proper pronunciation. 

Then there would be an evening pro- 
gram. One night I presented a program 
which I called “Two Meek Men.” For the 
first half of the program, I showed them 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


a film strip on the life and teachings of 
Rabbi Hillel, a contemporary of Jesus. 
They saw how the teachings of the one 
so nearly paralleled the teachings of the 
other. At a campfire I did a dramatic 
reading of beautiful Peretz story, Bont- 
che Shweig. At the end of that story the 
children began to understand the heart 
of the Jew. With a friendship circle 
around the fire, the evening ended with 
my closing prayer. 

‘Was the week worth while? Would 
that every week in my life could be as 
well spent and as profitable for Judaism 
in America. Here were 50 children, most- 
ly from small towns in up-state New 
York, and most of whom knew nothing 
about Jews. And while I was with these 
50, other rabbis were on 150 similar 
Chautauqua camp assignments all over 
America with 50 or 100 or 200 children 
to teach and influence. Another week, 
Rabbi Zlotowitz, of Nyack, was at Camp 
Medusa with a Senior High group. 

It is noble work that the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society is doing. They have 
learned that only through education and 
example will Christians come to under- 
stand and respect Jews. I look forward to 
future Chautauqua assignments with the 
hope that they may be as satisfying and 
as productive as this one. The work of 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society is truly 
in the tradition of that beautiful aspira- 
tion that we voice at the conclusion of 
our services: “O may all, created in Thine 
image, recognize that they are brethren, 
so that, one in spirit and one in fellow- 
ship, they may be forever united before 
Thee.” 


2 New JCS 
Life Members 


Two new life memberships in the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society were an- 
nounced recently, bringing the total to 
220. They are: BEN BURSTEIN, White 
Plains; CHARLES and ESTHER 
KIRSCHENBAUM FOUNDATION, 
New Rochelle. Life memberships are 
$1000, payable over four years at $250 
a year. 
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QUESTIONS, 
ANYONE? 


As GENERAL CHAIRMAN of the Com- 
bined Campaign, it has been my good 
fortune to visit scores of congregations 
in cities all over America. I hav e talked 
to thousands of men and women, have 
come away with a lame right hand 
after hundreds of handshakes and have 
been confronted by questions that have 
ranged the field from Biblical archeol- 
ogy to Zen Buddhism. In moving from 
place to place and in seeking to fix 
each one in my mind, I have found 
that nothing has served me so well 
remembering each place as the humor 
and humanity of the questions asked of 
me. I recall vividly, for example, a 
question by a very charming matron 
in a small southern congregation. Eye- 
ing my travel-rumpled suit, which I 
had been unable to change for a fresh 
one, she asked me if I conducted Friday 
evening services attired in a business 
suit or a priestly robe. Although I was 
flattered to think that the lady believed 
me to be a rabbi, I assured her that 
my dress was in accord with my calling, 
and that while I was given the privilege 
from time to time of speaking from the 
pulpit, I was far more at home in a 
pew, where I belonged in the first 
place. 

I recall another place in which the 
president of the congregation kept 
addressing me as “Doctor.” I found 
this so disconcerting that I had trouble 
keeping his questions in mind, It came 
to a head when one gentleman asked 
me what kind of a doctor I was: med- 
ical, dental, rabbinical or honorary? 
None, I told him. I’m a bottler of soft 
drinks. I think he was disappointed. He 
wanted so much for me to be a doctor. 

There is, however, one question that 
confronts me in most every place I 
visit. I have come to expect it and I 
feel a visit has been incomplete if it is 
not asked. “As a businessman,” the 
question goes, “how do I find the time 
to work and travel for the Combined 
Campaign?” Frankly, it’s a question I 
like, because it gives me a special op- 
portunity to direct my answer to per- 
sons who are, like myself, the heads of 
business enterprises but who, for one 


reason or another, have held back from 
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A. B. POLINSKY, a Vice-Chairman of 
the Union’s Board of Trustees, is serv- 
ing his fourth successive term as General 
Chairman of the Combined Campaign, 
the Reform Movement’s annual fund- 
raising effort in behalf of the UAHC 
and the HUC-JIR. Mr. Polinsky is also 
an Advisory Chairman of the newly- 
launched Development Fund for Amer- 
ican Judaism, the capital gifts effort of 
the Union and the College-Institute. A 
former resident of Duluth, Minn., where 
he served as President of the Reform 
Congregation, Mr. Polinsky now makes 
his home in San Diego, Calif. Since his 
role as a businessman plays a part in 
ron article, the reader may be told that 

. Polinsky is President of Coca-Cola 
ae Inc., of San Diego. 


accepting positions of leadership in the 
Campaign. 

Well now, how is it, indeed, that, as 
a businessman —and I’m a very busy 
one, believe me —I can find the time 
to work and travel for a cause of this 
kind. After all, if I have to get away 
from my desk, why don't I go fishing 
or skindiving or golfing? Actually, I do 
some of these things — but, like mak- 
ing money, playing games is still on 
the self- indulgent side of life. In short, 
if one has to get away, and most men 
do, it should — to be completely mean- 
ingful—be to something larger and 
greater than one’s immediate interests. 
Of course, there was the time not so 
long ago when, emerging from one of 
those lovely Florida hotel swimming 
pools, I chanced upon an acquaintance 
from Chicago who twitted me unmerci- 
fully about practicing what I preach. 

There’s ; one question, however, that 
tends to make me mad. This question 
runs: “Isn't all this tiring for a man 
of your age?” Well, I'm not a boy any 
more, to be sure, but helping to raise 
funds for a cause as sacred as this is 
as exhilarating to a man in my years 
as a round of handball is to a man in 
his twenties. But I do tire, from time 
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General Chairman, Combined Campaign 
for American Reform Judaism 


and what brings on fatigue is 
not the exertion of my Campaign travels 
but the complacency and_ indifference 
of some congregants. There have been 
times when I wondered what was 
wrong; perhaps I was failing to get the 
message across. But in comparing notes 
with others, I found that the vy, too, 
were getting the same lack of response 
in the same places. Now, I do not 
expect others to share my enthusiasms 
to the same degree. But I do expect a 
living reaction to the work of our great 
national institutions —the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations and 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish In- 
stitute of Religion. The work they do. 
the roles they fill, the missions they 
accomplish, are entirely for the benefit 
of every man, woman and child in our 
583 congregations. How would it be 
for any of us — especially for our rabbis, 
congregational Presidents and te mple 
boards of trustees —if there were no 
Union and no College-Institute to help 
in such vital areas as religious educa- 
tion, of adults as well as children; the 
religious training of our teen-age youth; 
the training of rabbis and _ religious 
educators, and the spread of 
harmony and_brother- 
hood, to mention but several of the 
programs conducted by our two institu- 
tions. And yet, these programs fail to 
move some people, and it is this that 
makes me tired. Fortunately, such per- 
sons are in a distinct minority, but they 
— like those who still stand outside the 
synagogue, maintaining a “show-me” 
attitude — are as ripe a group for wak- 
ing and shaking up as the latter. 

Since each of our temples needs the 
UAHC and the HUC-]IR, the Combined 
Campaign is important, vital and de- 
serving of our every support — for with- 
out the campaign the Union and the 
College-Institute would have no funds 
function, and without 
such functions our Reform synagogues 
would atrophy before our very eyes. 
If you wonder now how I manage to 
work and travel for the Combined Cam- 
paign, this is part of the reason. The 
reason in full is that there are many 
ways to serve the Lord, and I consider 
this one of the best of them. 
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World Union to Move Headquarters to New York 


Members of UAHC-NFTS Pilgrimage Attend Conference 


and Later Confer with Liberal Groups in Israel 


Ar THE ELEVENTH international conference of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism held in London, 
England, last summer, and attended by visitors from all 
parts of the world, a unanimous vote was cast confirming 
the decision to move the headquarters of the World 
Union from London to New York. Upon the completion 
of the three new floors which are now being added to 
the Union House of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial, 
the World Union will be housed at 838 Fifth Avenue. 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, eminent rabbi of Temple Rodef 
Shalom, Pittsburgh, Pa., was elected president, succeed- 
ing the Honorable Lily H. Montagu, J.P., C.B.E., D.H.L., 
one of the founders of the World Union in 1926, and its 
president since 1955. Rabbi Hugo Gryn who recently 
resigned his position as rabbi of the Jewish Religious 
Union of Bombay, India, will be the executive director. 

Incidentally, both Rabbi Gryn and his successor in 
India, Rabbi Elisha Nattiv, received their rabbinical 
education on the Cincinnati campus of the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion through an 
NFTS fellowship from its Youth, Education and Sister- 
hood (YES) Fund. 

Among the highlights of the Conference were the 
address of Dr. Freehof on “Religious Authority in Pro- 
gressive Judaism” and that of Dr. Bernard Bamberger, 
rabbi of Shaaray Tefila Congregation, New York City, 
and president of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, on “Progressive Judaism Faces Its Task.” Dr. 
Bamberger’s suggestion that Judaism’s former mission- 
ary role be restored and that non-Jews without a spiritual 
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home be welcomed into our midst provoked a spirited 
discussion. 

Sessions on “Practical and Ethical Relations with Ger- 
many and on “Judaism and Race Relations,” in which 
latter field Dr. Julius Mark, Senior Rabbi of Temple 
Emanu-El, New York, gave the major address, created 
intense interest and discussion. 

Miss Jane Evans, executive director of NFTS and sec- 
retary of the American Board of the World Union, 
presided at a business session during which a resolution 
reaffirming the interest of the World Union in UNICEF, 
dedicated to the welfare of the world’s 900,000 children, 
many of whom are ill or undernourished, was introduced. 
The resolution urges the constituents of the World 
Union to educate their members to the program of 
UNICEF to the end that “they shall increase their sup- 
port of it, both as individuals and through encourage- 
ment of added appropriations from their respective 
countries.” The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
The World Union for Progressive Judaism has consulta- 
tive status with UNICEF and is represented by Mrs. 
Abram Vossen Goodman of Cedarhurst, N. Y. 

The conference sermons were given by Rabbi Meyer 
Miller, Durban, Union of South Africa, and Dr. H. M. 
Sanger, Melbourne, Australia. 

A very lovely reception was held for all the delegates 
and visitors in the attractive London County Council 
Hall. Short addresses were made by Miss Montagu 
and Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, and a vice-presi- 
dent of the World Union. 
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VISITORS AND DELEGATES to the World Union Conference in 
London listening to an address by Dr. M. N. Eisendrath, President 
of the UAHC and a Vice-President of the World Union, at the 
reception in the County Council Hall. In the foreground can be 
seen (left to right): Judge Joseph Shapiro of Bridgeport, Conn., 
Miss Jane Evans and Mrs. Henry Monsky, NFTS Director and 
President respectively. 


On Saturday afternoon Sir Louis and Lady Gluckstein 
entertained 250 delegates and visitors in the garden of 
their St. John’s Wood home. s 

At the impressive banquet culminating the confer- 
ence, the Honorable Lily H. Montagu, 85 years young, 
in a voice that rang clear and strong, responded to the 
tributes paid to her by the leaders of the World Union. 
Though she is retiring as president, Miss Montagu 
stated, “I want to go on working as long as God gives 
me the strength to do so.” 

Among the speakers at the banquet were Dr. Solomon 
B. Freehof, the newly-elected president; Rabbi Jacob 
K. Shankman, New Rochelle, N. Y., chairman of the 
American Board of the World Union and the World 
Union Executive; Mrs. Henry Monsky, Los Angeles, 
Calif., president of NFTS; Rabbi David Wice, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., former chairman of the American Board, who 
made a presentation to Miss Montagu, and Sir Louis 
Gluckstein, London, chairman of the evening. 

Among the delegates and visitors to the Conference 
were some forty members of the UAHC-NFTS Pilgrim- 
age to Israel, led by Rabbi Jay Kaufman, vice-president 
of the Union. From the London Conference they flew 
directly to Israel where they spent three stimulating 
weeks. While there they invited to their three Sabbath 
morning services conducted in the Tel Aviv, Haifa, and 
Jerusalem areas by rabbinical members of the group, 
members of the Chugim or Circles, organized by Israelis 
who are seeking a more liberal approach to Judaism. 
After the services informal discussions took place be- 
tween the Israelis and Americans. 
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MEMBERS of the 1959 Union-Sisterhood Pilgrimage to Israel 
enjoying a coffee break as guests of a Bedouin Sheikh. 


Programs Contest 


Award Winners 


One hundred and sixty-eight excellent scripts covering 
every area of Sisterhood service and activity were sub- 
mitted from Sisterhoods all over the United States and 
Canada, to the NFTS Script Contest, according to Mrs. 
Perry Segal, Chicago, Ill., and Mrs. Alan Ross, St. Louis, 
Mo., chairman and vice-chairman respectively of the 
NFTS Committee on Programs. 

Following is a list of the winners of the awards and 
their scripts which will be made available to all our 
affiliates. The awards will be presented at the Biennial 
Convention: 





Over-All Winners 


GRAND PRIZE: 


The Jews of K Aifengfu 
Script by Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Stern 
Music by Samuel Adler 
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-E]l, 
Dallas, Texas 


OND PRIZE: 


The People of the Book 
by Mrs. Marvin M. Kahn 
Sisterhood Har Sinai Temple, 
Trenton, N. J. 














Category Winners 

General Sisterhood Activities 

Co-WINNERS: 

Girl on a Cold Tweed Couch 
by Mrs. Henry Oseron and 
Mrs. Ralf Schickler 
Temple Beth Israel Sisterhood, 

Portland, Ore. 

Terpsichorean Travels 
by: 

Helen Ackerman 
Goldie Kaudman 
Dottie Shelby 

Alice Weiser 

Dolores Wilkenfeld 
Emanu El Sisterhood, 


Houston, Texas 


HONORABLE MENTION: 


Sisterhood and I 
by Mrs. Irving H. Block, Jr. 


Sisterhood of Temple Beth Zion, 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
Oh! For the Luvva Pete!! 
by: 
Mrs. Martin Goldstein 
Mrs. Marvin Rodney 
Mrs. George Roland 
Mrs. Albert Vineberg 


Temple Beth Emeth Sisterhood, 


Albany, New York 
Make Room for Sadie 
by Mrs. Jack Fisher 
South Shore Te mple Sisterhood, 
Chicago, Ill. 








Among the new publications 
of NFTS are: 
HOW TO PLAN A CONCLAVE 
A Guide for Sisterhood Youth 
Advisers and Chairmen 
by Helene Baginsky, New Or- 
leans, La. 
Chairman of NFTS Committee 
on Youth Activities 


NOW YOU ARE A SISTERHOOD 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CHAIR- 
MAN 
prepared by members of the 
NFTS 

Department on Religion and 
Education under Mrs. Fabian 
Crystal, Chairman of NFTS 
Committee on Religious 


Schools 


ADJUSTING THE JEWISH 
CHILD TO HIS WORLD 
(revised edition ) 
by Rabbi Samuel H. Markowitz, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 








Biographical, Literary 
and Musical 
WINNER: 
Crucible at Calatrava 
Script by: Mr and Mrs. Edward 
Stern 
Music by: Samuel Adler 
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-E], 
Dallas, Texas 


Mother-Daughter 
WINNER: 
Days and Our Yesterdays 
by Ruby Fogel Levkoff 
Sisterhood Temple Israel of 
Greater Miami, Miami, Fla. 


Religious and Holiday 
WINNER: 
A Modern Moses 
by Fedora Frank 
The Temple Sisterhood, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Religious Services 
Co-WINNERS: 


A Service for Thanksgiving ~ 


by Mrs. David M. Levitt 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth El of 
Great Neck, N. Y. 
Order of Worship 
prepared by the 
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-E]l, 


Swampscott, Mass. 


Sermons and Essays 
WINNER: 
Women of the Bible 
by Mrs, Alan Russeck 
Sisterhood of Temple Sinai, 
Roslyn Heights, N. Y. 


Quiz 
WINNER: 
To Tell the Truth 
by Mrs. Abe Golden and 
Mrs. Abe Gaines 
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-E]l, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


General 
Co-WINNERS 
Our Most Important Product by 
SAFTY 
by Mrs. Palets 
Temple Beth El Sisterhood 
San Antonio, Texas 
Educational Telecast 
by Mrs. Irving Sachs, Mrs. Ernest 
Morrison and Mrs. M. B. Seltzer 
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 


New Associate Director 


for NFTS 


NFTS will soon welcome as its Associate 
Director, Miss Eleanor Schwartz of New 
York. Miss Schwartz comes to us from 
the National Federation of Temple 
Youth of which she has been Associate 
Director since 1953. Her work with 
NFTY has brought her into close con- 
tact with NFTS and she is no stranger 
to many of our Sister- 
hoods throughout the 
country who have 
been privileged to 
hear her. 

A native of Chi- 
cago, Illinois, Miss 


- \ hn 
Schwartz has been as- 


MISS ELEANOR R. : J 2 . 
SCHWARTZ who ‘SOciated with NFTY 


will shortly join almost since its incep- 
the staff of NFTS tion, following in the 

os Associate footsteps of her broth- 

Director 
er who was one of the 

original organizers of NFTY. She was 
president of her own Temple Emanu-El 
Youth Group, vice-president of the Chi- 
cago Federation, and National Board 
member of NFTY. 

A graduate of the University of Chi- 

cago, Miss Schwartz majored in political 
science and psychology and worked for 
the United States Goveniine ent as a per- 
sonnel consultant. She served as director 
of the Young People’s Division of the 
Jewish Welfare Fund of Chicago, in the 
Speaker’s Bureau of the Israel Bond 
Drive, and as Director of Youth for the 
New York Federation of Reform Syna- 
gogues. ; 

Miss Schwartz has served on the 
Boards and Speaker's Division of the 
Joint Distribution Committee, the Chi- 
cago Conference of Christians and Jews, 
Combined Jewish Appeal, and U.S.O. 

NFTS extends a very warm welcome 
to Eleanor Schwartz. 





COME TO THE FAIR 


Come to the Fair! was the call of Temple 
Emanu E] Sisterhood of Houston, Tex., 
as it prepared for its very successful and 
exciting Ways and Means project, a 
Book Fair, The Fair be gan in the morn- 
ing with a book review of Only in 
America by Harry Golden. During the 
coffee hour preceding the review, guests 
browsed through the hundreds of as- 
sembled used books. Admission was 
$1.00. 

After the review those present made 
their purchases. Books were priced at 
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at $10.00 a set; 
$1.00; records 5¢ each. 

The F Fair continued for a week and 
was staffed by members of the Sister- 
hood during the afternoon and evening. 





MRS. ALTON LIPKIN, past president of 


Temple Emanu El Sisterhood, Houston, 
Texas, with Mrs. Gerald Bernstein and 
Mrs. Edgar Saper, co-chairmen of Book 
Fair. 


Here and There in the 


TWENTY-SEVEN SISTERHOOD volunteers 
have assisted a professional librarian in 
organizing and cataloguing the 2,400 
volumes in the library of B'nai Zion 
Temple in Shreveport, Miss. A commit- 
tee has also been established to order 
new books, funds for which are pro- 
vided partly by the Sisterhood and 
partly by the Temple Board. The book 
repair committee has repaired some 200 
books. When the religious school is in 
session, a committee of volunteers, two 
each week, is on hand to distribute 
books to the children. 


a oO * 


YOUNG couPLES of Temple Sholom in 
Levittown, Pa., have worked out a sys- 
tem which permits them to attend 
weekly services and temple meetings 
through a cooperative baby sitting serv- 
ice. Couples living in a ten-block area 
form a group and appoint a secretary. 
Limited to thirty families, when anyone 
in the group nee 2ds a baby-sitter in order 
to go to temple, they c: all the secretary 
and give the ages of the children and 
the name of the family doctor. Each 
member of the group is required to 
be a baby-sitter and points are given 
for the hours and service rendered. 
In exchange for these points, the couples 
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3 for $1.00; 4 for $1.00; reference books 
paper backs—11 for 


The best customers were students. Pos- 
ters advertising the event were placed 
in nearby colleges, high schools, and 
churches, weeks before. 

A telephone committee contacted the 
membership for books which were col- 
lected by the pick-up committee. The 
member contributing the most books 
was given a $5.00 gift from the gift 
shop. 

In another community books are col- 
lected all year by a pick- up committee 
and stored in the basement of one of 
the members. Some time before the date 
of the Fair, a committee begins sorting 
the books and arranging them according 
to price, 10, 25, 35, 50 cents, etc. The 
Fair is held for two days in the Temple 
Hall. There is no planned program. 
People come in, browse about, choose 
the books they wish, placing them in 
handy baskets, and pay the cashiers at 
the doors on their w ay out. Sandwiches, 
snacks, and drinks are available at a 
food bar. The whole project nets a 
handsome profit, involves many workers, 
and is fun and stimulating to all the 
participants. 


Sisterhood World 


are then entitled to a baby-sitter when 
they want to go to temple at a later 
date. It has been working well and the 
only expense is a three cent postcard. 


* oO a 


RODEF SHALOM and SINAI SISTERHOODS 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., have undertaken a 
project auoee n as “Magazines for Friend- 
ship.” They send all kinds of magazines 
to English-speaking people in foreign 
countries. The response has been excel- 
lent for this project which is an out- 
standing means of creating good will 
among our foreign neighbors. 

Sinai Sisterhood of Pittsburgh has also 
entered upon an ambitious adult educa- 
tion daytime program, held once a week. 
A beginners’ and intermediate Hebrew 
course (carried on for two semesters of 
eight hours) are held concurrently from 
10 to 10:50 a.m. At 11 o'clock Rabbi 
Aaron B. Ilson discusses a great Jewish 
book, including the Apocrypha, Mish- 
nah, Gemara, Midrash, among others. 
At noon, a luncheon prepared by Sister- 
hood women is served. After lunch, the 
program for the sixteen sessions includes 
four book reviews, four talks by foreign 
students on life in their own countries; 
four discussions on comparative re- 
ligions; and four Social Action programs. 











TALL TIMBERS 


for boys 
and 


TRUDA 


for girls 





Superlative Camps 
in 
the Sebago Region 
of 
Southern Maine 


PAUL DIBNER 


20 Chase Street 
White Plains, N. Y. 
White Plains 8-3294 


EDWARD D. DIBNER MARTIN DIBNER 


1896 Temblethurst Dr. Casco Village 
Cleveland 21, Ohio aine 
Evergreen 1-5858 Market 7-2340 








For the nominal fee of $2.50 a semester 
the women may partake of all or any 
part of the study program. To date 
there has been an enrollment of 160. 


THE SISTERHOOD of the Reform Temple 
of Fair Lawn, N. J., conducted a Quiz 
Show, “You Bet Your Life,” at which 
the contestants were mothers represent- 
ing each grade in the religious school. 
Their incentive was to win the jackpot 
money for their children’s class. The 
students submitted the questions based 
on a subject of current study, such as 
Jewish current events, religious music, 
customs and familiar expressions, his- 
tory, holidays, literature, well-known 
men and women, and the Bible. The 
student submitting the jackpot question 
won $5.00, 















Israel Religious Art, Inc. 


IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 
OF ISRAEL PRODUCTS 





— We Import — 

¢ Arts and Crafts 

* Sterling Silver Ornaments for 
Synagogues 

* Ceremonial Art for the Home 

* Religious Articles 

* Books 

* Novelties, Toys, Games 

* Sterling Silver and Copper Gift- 
ware 

* Sterling Silver and Gold Jewelry 





For information and Catalogue write to: 

250 West 57th Street JUdson 2-1768 

New York 19, N. Y. Circle 7-8150 
Cable Address: “ISRELARTS” 
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MRS. T. J. IGNALL, Teaneck, N. J., present- 
ing an NFTS charter to Mrs. Faye Apple- 
man, immediate past president of the 
Wayne Jewish Community Center Sister- 
hood, Wayne, N. J. 


THE SISTERHOOD Choral Group of Adath 


Israel Temple, Louisville, Ky., meets 
regularly under the direction of the 
temple organist, Miss Florence Montz. 
They participate in the Sundown Serv- 
ice, an annual event, in the weekly 
Summer Sabbath Service, and in a num- 
ber of services throughout the year. 


od cod * 


THE sTuDY GRouP of Temple Judah Sis-~ 


terhood, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, held eight 
sessions this past year in which they 
studied Great Jewish Books. 


od a a 


BETH EL SISTERHOOD of San Antonio, 
Tex., has a guest book for servicemen 
who attend services. At the receptions 
after the Friday evening services, the 
military guests are asked to sign the 
book with their own name and their 
parents’ name and address. Within the 
following week their parents receive a 
note from the chairman telling them 
that their son or daughter attended 
services. The Sisterhood has received 
many letters of appreciation from par- 
ents for the hospitality shown their 
children. 
= & = 

MEMBERS OF BETH ISRAEL SISTERHOOD of 
Houston, Tex., have been so enthusiastic 
about the study group conducted by 
Rabbi Judah Schachtel that they have 
named it the Janie Schachtel Study 
Group in memory of their rabbi’ 
mother. Last year their study included 
a review of Judaism from Abraham up 
to and including the Zionist movement 
and the Jew in the United States. They 
plan to continue this year, probably with 
a study of the Prophets. 


o = = 
BETH EMETH SISTERHOOD of Albany. 


N. Y., sponsors two series of Family 
Education Study Sessions consisting of 


three meetings each. Papers prepared 
by members of the group have dealt 
with such subjects as: “Has the Style 
of Discrimination Changed?” “Does Cur- 
rent Fiction Promote or Discourage Prej- 
udice?” “The Reconstructionist Move- 
ment—What It Is and How it Influences 
Reform Judaism.” Lively discussions are 
a feature of each meeting. 

bed % * 
CONGRATULATIONS to Zion Temple Sis- 
terhood of Appleton, Wis., which re- 
cently celebrated its 80th Auniversaty. 
Representatives from Sisterhoods 
throughout Wisconsin as well as women 
from other local organizations were 
present at the celebration. 

* * * 
MRS. BERNICE SCHAFER HEIMLICH, wife 
of Dr. C. S. Heimlich of Timmonsville, 
S. C., past president of the former South 
Carolina Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods (now merged with and in the 
new Southeast Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods), has recently been elected 
president of the South Carolina Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, a singular honor 
for a Jewish woman. 














THE 
“SWEET” WAY 
TO SAY 
HAPPY CHANUKAH 








BARRICINI 
Od afolete}t-ta-1-3 





@ Delightful selections of 
mello-dark or milk chocolate 
miniatures; or Parve 
Fruits and Nuts. 


@ Appropriate assortments 
for adults and children— 
for every Jewish holiday. 
Write for holiday brochures. 


FOR INFORMATION 
on our Fund-Raising 
Plan, write to: 

Dept. G25 

Barricini Candies 
22-19 41st Ave. 

Long Island City 1, N. Y. 


BARRI CINI 
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Sisterhoods Help to Provide 
Summer ‘“Camperships” 
for 300 Teen-Agers 


. ATELY 300 teen- -agers who 
are leaders in the youth programs of 
Reform Jewish congregations through- 
out the country attended a né ition: il 
Leadership Institute at Zionsville, Ind. 
this summer, on “camperships” made 
available by local affiliates of the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 
In addition, 1,500 young people parti- 
cipated in a dozen regional conclaves 
held in five UAHC camps in California, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and 
Massachusetts. 

Nearly $50,000 has been contributed 
by Sisterhoods in all parts of the United 
States to provide this financial assistance 
for boys and girls between the ages of 
15 and 19 who may become 1 ralisanie or 
lay leaders, even though some of them 
are unaware of their potentialities. The 
Institutes were conducted by the Na- 
tional Federation of Te mple Youth in 
camps owned by the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 

Here is what one of the « campers has 
to say about her experiences, “Before I 

came to this c: amp I wasn’t interested in 
my temple or youth group. Now I really 
want to get active in my youth group 
and NFTY. I think that right now I am 
closer to my religion than ever before. 
Through this c: amp and the people in 
it I’ve i A that religion is a living 
thing, not all facts. When I get back 
I want to go to services more often be- 
cause I’ve really learned to enjoy them. 
When I sit and listen to services here ] 
really feel like a part of one great body 
of people with all the same beliefs. . . . 
Being at this camp has made me feel 
proud to be a Jew. I've got something 
out of this camp that I could never have 
gotten out of any other camp. I’ve gotten 
a feeling of unity, a deeper understand- 
ing of my religion, and people in gen- 
eral.” 

HELEN Novop, 14 
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
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Wittiam B. Meyers Studio 
50 Columbia St. Newark 2, N. J. Market 2-7240 
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A HEROIC CHAPTER 
IN JEWISH LIFE 


The fabulous story of the time when the Romans 
conquered Judea and captured the fighting 
son of the great house of Hur. 
How Ben-Hur freed himself 
fzom the Romans, returned 
to Judea and was reunited 
with his long-lost mother 
and sister; his victory in the 
chariot race; his tender 
love for the beautiful 
slave-girl Esther (depicted 
in this picture by the 
famous Israeli artist, 
Haya Harareet). 























RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR FAVORITE CHARITY 
THE EASY WAY! 


Hold a “Ben-Hur” Theatre Party! It is worth a trip to the 
nearest city where it is playing. Special consideration given to 
groups. For further information, write to “Ben-Hur” Theatre 
Party Dept., 1540 Broadway, New York 36, N.Y. 


_ METRO-GOLDWEN MAYER 


presents 





Directed by 





WILLIAM 


Starring 


CHARLTON HESTON : JACK HAWKINS 
HAYA HARAREET : STEPHEN BOYD 


HUGH GRIFFITH - MARTHA SCOTT... CATHY ODONNELL: SAM JAFFE 
TECHNICOLOR ® KARL TUNBERG SAM ZIMBALIST 
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Diet and your heart 
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If you have a heart condition, your 
physician may believe you'll do best on 
a low-fat or low cholesterol diet. If 
you're overweight, he'll probably ad- 
vise a modified, low-fat diet as the best 
way to limit calories. 

Heart specialists agree on one point 
for most cardiacs: you should control 
your weight in order to lighten the 
work of your heart. 

Your doctor also knows that a happy 
frame of mind is important to your 
general well-being. He wants you to 
enjoy as many of the good things of 
life as possible, including the pleasures 
of the table. 

That’s why so many physicians favor 
the use of delicious, cholesterol-free 
D-Zerta Gelatin in special diets. Made 
entirely without sugar, it has only 12 
calories a serving. It comes in six fresh- 
tasting flavors for satisfying desserts 
and between-meal snacks. Ask your 
doctor about D-Zerta Gelatin. He will 
recommend it...and D-Zerta Pudding, 
too. D-Zerta is made by General Foods, 
the makers of Jell-O Desserts. It’s avail- 
able at grocery stores everywhere. 


D-Zerta Gelatins and Puddings are certified 


Kosher. Look for the K on the package. 
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Star of David 
by W. Arthur-Boggs 


The law of old, 
The sacred way, 
The shepherd's fold, 
The light of day — 
All predicate 
A justice sure, 
A mercy pure 
For man’s estate. 
Mr. Boggs is associate professor of 


English at Portland State College, 
Ore. 














DO YOU GET 


more than one copy of this maga- 
zine? If so, please tell us about it. Be 
sure to mention the name of your 
temple, and send us the label on 
which yourname and code number ap- 
pears. Write AMERICAN JUDAISM, 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21. 
N. Y. 














STARTING WITH THE JANUARY- 
FEBRUARY ISSUE of “American 
Judaism,” Paut Kresu, Director of 
Public Relations of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, 
will serve as Editor. H1_paA HoLLAND 





will be Associate Editor and Adver- 
tising Manager. RaLtpH Davis will 
continue as Production Manager and 
Circulation Manager, and MANNY 
Kurtz as Art Director. 
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Special longlife filament. 
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prices. 
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THE MOST POPULAR JEWISH 
NOVELS OF THE LAST DECADE 


by HAROLD U. RIBALOW 


S nce: THE END OF World War u and the Hitler era, 
American-Jewish literature has been reaching, with 
some success, for maturity. Because Jewish writers 
today are more keenly aware of the values of Judaism 
than were, for example, the Jewish novelists of the 
1920's, 30’s and early 40's, Jewish fiction appears more 
frequently than ever before; it is more acceptable to 
the general American reading public — and, now and 
again, a Jewish novel achieves best-sellerdom. Indeed, 
a handful of titles about American Jews, regardless of 
their literary quality, are among the most popular works 
of fiction of our time. 

Not all of these books are of major literary eminence, 
nor are they necessarily accounts of Je ‘wish life in the 
United States. But each of the books listed here —all 
published after the end of World War 11 — have won 
thousands of readers, Jewish and Gentile alike. They 


JOURNEY TO THE DAWN 


BY THE MORNING LIGHT tion about the K 


France, and the United States. The sec- 
Kagan-Cohens in Europe 


have helped form the image of the Jew that the non- 
Jewish American recognizes. Each of these novels pos- 
sesses special qualities, either of literary ability or con- 
tent, which has attracted enough readers to make it a 
volume to influence men and color their views of the 
Jewish people. All of these creative works deal with 
American-Jewish life, which is further evidence of the 
quantity and variety of Jewish fiction in this country. 

While most readers of novels may be unac‘uainted 
with the solid and brilliant works of Jewish history, 
scholarship and sociology represented by Salo Baron’s 
Social and Religious History of the Jews, Rabbi Solomon 
Freehof’s commentary on the Book of Job or Marshall 
Sklare’s The Jews, they nevertheless can gain many 
insights into Jewish life in America if they absorb the 
meaning and content of the following w orks. 


THE STRONG HAND 
by Michael Blankfort (Little, Brown) 








THE SUN AT NOON 
by Charles Angoff (Beechhurst Press) 


These three novels — with more to come 
— are the first volumes in a series which 
promises to cover, religiously, sociologi- 
cally, economically, and psychologi- 
cally, the entire Je ~wish American expe 
rience. The author, de picting the lives 
of two large Jewish families who come 
to Boston from Europe, touches on 
every aspect of Jewish living in the 
United States. He writes with under- 
standing, love, and compassion, yet 
leaves out none of the harshness of 
adjustment and conflict. Already a major 
work, it may become the greatest single 
creative effort by a Jewish novelist 
writing of American Jews. 
Mr. Ribalow is the well-known Jewish 
author and sports expert. 


AN END TO DYING 
by Sam Astrachan (Farrar, Straus 
and Cudahy) 


Here, a talented young man traces the 
family background of a youngster like 
himself, dipping into Russia, Poland, 
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and how they extricate themselves from 
poverty, emigrate to America and, in 
large measure, lose their individuality 
here, is one of the finest descriptions of 
Jewish adjustment and maladjustment 
in contemporary fiction. 


THE ADVENTURES OF AUGIE MARCH 
by Saul Bellow (Viking) 


Ranked as one of our outstanding novel- 
ists, Saul Bellow, in this long, thought- 
ful and adventurous work of ‘fiction, 
shows us a group of Jews from Chicago 
and how they manage to live through 
the course of a difficult era. His hero is 
unscrupulous, imaginative, immoral, yet 
full of the sweet juices of life. A national 
best-seller, The Adventures of Augie 
March, which seldom stops to stress the 
Jewishness of its Jewish characters, 
nevertheless has been thought, by many 
critics, to be the best Jewish novel by 
an American-Jewish writer so far 
written. 


unusual, original and 
thoughtful novel, about an Orthodox 
rabbi and his unorthodox love affair. 
Although primarily a love story, The 
Strong Hand introduces Jewish religious 
beliefs, traditions and customs, in such 
a manner that the Gentile reader, as 
well as the Jew unacquainted with 
Orthodoxy, can understand the com- 
plexities of Judaism and even when they 


Here is a most 


reject some aspects of the Orthodox 
tradition, can observe them with sym- 
pathy. 


THE LAST ANGRY MAN 

by Gerald Green (Scribners) 
best-seller, The Last Angry 
admirable, hard- 
symbol of 


Another 
Man, recreates a lively, 
working Jewish doctor, a 
goodness ‘and a representative of the 
best in Jewish life. Dr. Samuel Abelman 
slowly emerges, in a book full of plots 
and a secondary story which incorpor- 
ates the television industry, as an au- 
thentic American here yet a clearly- 
defined, stubborn and dedicated Jew. 
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REMEMBER ME TO GOD 
by Myron S. Kaufmann (Lippincott) 


This is a controversial, bitter book about 
a Harvard student who tries desperately 
to shed his Judaism because he would 
rather live without the “stigma” of his 
parents’ religion. 

The social status he seeks can be 
attained, he feels, only if he marries a 
Christian and becomes one. 

Mr. Kaufmann’s cruel description of 
all the Jews in his long narrative, his 
caustic comments on Jewish customs 
and beliefs, and his very theme helped 

make his novel nationally-known. It is 
an exercise in self-hatred and, as such, is 
instructive. 


THE NAKED AND THE DEAD 
by Norman Mailer (Rinehart) 


In what is the most famed Americar: 
novel of World War u, Norman Mailer 
has managed to offer the reader portraits 
of two Jews representative of thousands 
of Jewish soldiers who served in that 
war. Because this novel stands as an 
authentic description of the war to mil- 
lions of readers, its Jews, too, are ac- 
cepted as real Jews—and thus, The 
Naked and the Dead must be included 
in any compilation of novels called 
popular and influential so far as Amer- 
ican Jew ry is concerned. 


SEIDMAN AND SON 
by Elick Moll (Putnam) 


Another best-seller, a Book-of-the-Month 
Club selection and the subject of two 
television shows, Seidman and Son is a 
humorous, friendly novel about a cloak- 
and-suiter, his relationship with his son 
and his reaction to intermarriage. It is 
a pleasant novel, not an ambitious one 
but one which has delighted thousands 
upon thousands of readers of all faiths. 


THE ASSISTANT 


by Bernard Malamud (Farrar, Straus 
and Cudahy) 


The Jewish storekeeper, fighting against 
poverty, always struggling in a losing 
battle, is brilliantly evoked in this lyric, 
symbolic novel by a man who has 
emerged as the most talented American 
novelist in recent years. The recipient of 
many prizes and awards, The Assistant 
must be considered one of the great 
artistic achievements of the American 
novel. Its Jewish grocer, his bewildered 
daughter, and the Italian who converts 
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to Judaism compose an unforgettable 
trio of individuals caught up in the toils 


of life. 


THE YOUNG LIONS 
by Irwin Shaw (Random House) 


Together with Mailer’s war novel, The 
Young Lions is one of the most popular 
books written on World War u, and its 
hero, Noah Ackerman, represents the 
Jew originally indifferent to his Judaism 
who fights for that heritage, wins re- 
spect for himself, and his people, when 
he reveals his courage and his stub- 
bornness to remain a Jew. It also deals 
brilliantly with the Nazi problem and 
the concentration camps and, as a movie 
as well as a novel, has been a major 
influence in winning sympathy for the 
Jewish people who suffered so deeply 
during the Hitler years. 


EXODUS 
by Leon Uris (Doubleday) 


Few books have had the impact of 
Exodus, which has become one of the 
best-selling novels in American history.* 
It contains a chronicle covering the last 
fifty years, with emphasis, of course, 
on the growth of the State of Israel. 
Through scores of fictional characters, 
many drawn from life, and in dozens of 
asides written in documentary fashion, 
Uris retells the story of the Hitler years 
and the settlement of Palestine in the 
teeth of British and Arab opposition. 
The enormous impact of Exodus will be 
extended when the movie, being made 
by the imaginative Otto Preminger, is 
shown. 


THE ENEMY CAMP 
by Jerome Weidman (Random House) 


This is another controversial novel by 
Weidman, who has produced his share 


of them. A study in anti-Gentilism, it 
talks about a rather hush-hush subject: : 
the mistrust of Jews who must live in 
a Christian society. Although one can 
argue against Weidman’s thesis that 
the Gentile world is “the enemy camp,” 
indeed he argues against it himself in 
the final pages of his novel; the introduc- 
tion of the theme (and the selection of 
the book by the Book-of-the-Month 
Club) is in itself significant. Not only 
is this novel one of the best-sellers of 
the last decade, it marks Weidman at 
his best in detailing the inner conflicts 
of marginal Jews. 


MARJORIE MORNINGSTAR 
by Herman Wouk (Doubleday) 


One of America’s most popular writers, 
Herman Wouk, in this book, produced 
his most popular work and his Marjorie 
has entered the folk mores of the Amer- 
ican Jew. The girl’s strong sense of 
morality, her emergence as the typical 
middle-class Jewess and the accounts 
of Jewish funerals, Bar Mitzvahs, and 
weddings have made this book a sort 
of handbook of middle-class Jewish life. 
It will remain a valuable guide to all 
sociologists and historians of contem- 
porary Jewry in this country. 


BLESSED IS THE LAND 
by Louis Zara (Crown) 


A historical novel about Asser Levy, 
one of the pioneer Jews in America, 
Blessed Is the Land tells us, graphically 
and interestingly, how Jews helped 
settle the United States, fight for re- 
ligious liberty, and ease the path of 
millions of immigrant Jews who came 
to the United States and made it great. 
Based on historical records, it is a 
clever evocation and re-creation of life 
three hundred years ago in what was 
not yet the United States of America. 


It must be borne in mind that this handful of popular books can merely 
highlight and stress the themes and subject of the Jewish novelist in our 
country. There have been more than 300 novels on Jewish living in America. 
Taken as a unit, they make an impressive over-all work by creative Ameri- 
cans. The few books listed above broke past the barriers of “Jewish novel” 


and appealed to millions of Americans; that is why they 


are featured here. 


Based on the past, the future should be even more impressive insofar as 
creative fiction is concerned. Nevertheless, the above list is representative, 


worthy, and one which need not stand in the shadow of other 


works of fiction. 


American 


The opinions expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the editor; in fact, he disagrees with some of Mr. Ribalow’s opinions. 


The views of readers are welcome. 
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TITLES FOR 
CHANUKAH 


ORGANIZED RELIGION AND 
THE OLDER PERSON 


eviteo sy D. L. Scudder 


$2.50 


THE AMERICAN THEORY 
OF CHURCH AND STATE 


sy Loren P. Beth $4.50 


D. H. LAWRENCE: A Basic 
Study of His Ideas 


sy Mary Freeman ¢5.00 


BLACK PAGODA: Medieval 
Hindu Temple Art 


sy Robert Ebersole ¢5.00 


UNIVERSITY OF 
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PRE-CHANUKAH OFFER 


Chanukah Gift Books 
for Your Children 


THE FIRST CHANUKAH: STORY AND 
RECORD BOOK 


by Charles E. Bloch 


Beautifully illustrated. Two recordings of 
blessings and songs (recorded by Gladys 
Gewirtz) are inserted in the book. 


Bound in three-color laminated covers. 
ies ee Ae Oki we ide ewseiedesce $2.95 


Recordings Only—Set of Two $1.45 


CANDLE LIGHT STORIES 
by Lillian B. Freehof 


With four-colored illustrations by Jane 
Bearman. A _ fascinating story for each 
Se) OF COI... 6: 5.5:0'55 6 evan cee $2.50 


THE DREIDEL HERO AND HOW HE 
EARNED HIS LETTERS 
by Sharon L. Ross 
Illustrated 


75 cents 
Orders received with this 
clipping will be allowed 
20% discount. 
A COMPLETE STOCK OF 


CHANUKAH MENORAHS—NOVELTIES 
GIFT BOOKS FOR ALL AGES 


BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. 


“The Jewish Book Concern” 
31 West 31st Street New York 1, N. Y. 











life begins. The World Union was found- 
ed in 1926. Inspired by the genius and 
vision of the leaders of British Liberal 
Jewry and united in partnership with the 
Liberal Jewish Community of Germany, 
it also enlisted the sympathetic and ac- 
tive cooperation of distinguished repre- 
sentatives of the American Reform move- 
ment. It dedicated itself to the idea of 
uniting all sections of Liberal Jews and 
it devoted itself to the task of “combating 
religious indifference by revitalizing Ju- 
daism on progressive lines.” Among its 
outstanding achievements have been the 
encouragement and establishment of 
great Progressive congregations in South 
Africa, Australia, Bombay and, most re- 
cently, in New Zealand. 

From its very beginnings, Miss Mon- 
tagu has been prominently identified 
with the World Union. She served as the 
Honorary Secretary and carried on her 
shoulders the burden of the day-to-day 
work, corresponding, conferring, encour- 
aging, inspiring, planning, and assisting. 
Her eyes, like those of Moses, were not 
dim and her strength did not abate. Her 
vision was clear, her spirit indomitable, 
and her dedication unflagging. When a 
president was needed to follow in the 
footsteps of the scholarly Claude G. 
Montefiore and the saintly Rabbi Leo 

Baeck, Miss Montagu was elected with 
acclaim and served with distinction and 
dedication until July, when she asked to 
be relieved because of her advanced 
years. She was elected unanimously Hon- 
orary Life President and Dr. Freehof was 
elected, also unanimously, to succeed 
her. 

Dr. Freehof brings to this high office 
just the right combination of qualities 
needed at a time when Jews everywhere, 
particularly in Israel and South America, 
look to our Liberal movement for inspira- 
tion and guidance. A gifted scholar, pre- 
eminent in the field of Responsa litera- 
ture, endowed with the rare spirit of 
counsel and understanding, and an elo- 
quent and authoritative interpreter of 
modern Judaism on the basis of hala- 
chah and tradition, Rabbi Freehof’s elec- 
tion coincides with the decision to trans- 
fer the headquarters of the World Union 
from London to the United States. 

The office of the World Union will be 
in the expanded and renovated House of 
Living Judaism, furnished rent free 
through the gracious and generous invi- 
tation of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 





Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman serves Temple 
Israel, New Rochelle, N.Y., and is Chair- 
man of the American Board of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism. 
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Superbly illustrated and handsomely printed, this 
one-volume encyclopedia is “junior only in its 
simplicity and lucidity rather than its tone. It 
answers a multitude of questions that come up in 
every Jewish home. 

—Jewish Heritage 


The banality of recommending a book for gift- 
giving is not among my sins, but if | were to em- 
bark on that sin now, it would be with recom- 
mendation that you can’t give a more useful gift 
to your children or grandchildren than the 
JUNIOR JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
— Nathan Ziprin, Editor 
Seven Arts Feature Syndicate, (nc. 


SHENGOLD Publishers, Inc. 
45 West 45 St., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 
Please send me copies of The 


JUNIOR JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA at $7.95 per 
copy. Remittance enclosed. 
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BOOKS MAKE WONDERFUL GIFTS 


25% OFF 


ON ALL BOOKS 


(with few exceptions) 


Text and Reference Books—10% OFF 
1. Deduct 25% from list price. 
2. Add 20¢ per book—postage, handling. 
3. We'll be happy to enclose your gift card! 
4. Send check or money order to: 


ALLENWOOD BOOK SERVICE 
P.O. Box 365 Great Neck, N. Y. 


(Save stamps? All books mailed with 
United Nations Commemorative Stamps) 
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